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Minutes of the Chapmanslade Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 12th May 2022 in The 
Village Hall at 7.30 p.m.  
 
Minute 3732 Present Cllr. Phil Holihead, Chair,  Cllr. Tim Humphreys, Cllr. Charles Thackway, Cllr John 
Foster, Cllr. Colin Bell, Cllr. Francis Morland. Clerk Mrs Minnie House.  
 
Minute 3733  Wiltshire Councillor Bill Parks also attended the meeting. 
 
Minute 3734 Public 2 members of the public were present for the start of the meeting with a further 
3 members of the public joining the meeting at a later point.  
 
Minute 3735. Welcome The Chair welcomed councillors, Cllr. Bill Parks and the public  to the meeting.  
 
Minute 3736  The Bridge Article  This has been written by Cllr. Holihead along with a joint article 
written with Corsley PC regarding HGV weight limits. 
 
Minute 3737  Election of Chair  The Clerk asked for nominations for the role of Chair for the council. 
Cllr. Foster proposed Cllr. Holihead. Cllr. Bell seconded the proposal. Cllr. Holihead stated that he was 
prepared to stand as Chair. Cllr. Holihead was formally elected as Chair for the forthcoming year. 
 
Minute 3738 Election of Vice Chair. No nominations were forthcoming. Cllr. Thackway agreed to take 
on this role and act on behalf of the Chair, subject to availability.   
 
Minute 3739 Declarations of Interest   None were made. 
 
Minute 3740. Opportunity for the public to speak and ask questions on items on the Agenda 
A member of the public raised concerns regarding the fencing that Longleat Estates had erected in the 
woods adjacent with footpath Chap 1. Many people walk this footpath and have been able to access 
the woods over many years. 
 
Minute 3741  Closing of the Meeting to the public 
As there were no further comments from the public, the open session for the public to speak was 
closed  and the Chair moved to the matters on the agenda.  
 
Minute 3742 The Chair proposed that Agenda item 11b Black Dog Woods correspondence be 
discussed at this point having been raised by the member of the public in the open session. This was 
agreed. 
Minute 3742 (i) 
The Chair commented on the following: 

• A complaint had been received by the council from a local resident regarding the extent of 
damage within the woods caused by cyclists from within and outside the village resulting in 
environmental impact.   

• Footpath Chap 1 is a pedestrian Right of Way at the top of the woodland all of which belongs to 
Longleat Estate.  

• The fencing adjacent to the footpath has recently appeared and has been placed there by the 
owners of the wood and the Chair had been in contact with the owners. 

• There is no right to roam through the wood as it is designated as private forestry despite the 
public having walked through the woods for many years. 
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• The owners are aware of the damage caused by the groups using it for cycle track activities and 
are also aware that human footfall has increased significantly and has carried disease which has 
damaged trees. 

• Flora and fauna damage has also occurred including the setting fire to a badger set/burrow. 

• The owners are aware that there are other activities which have been taking place in the woods 
and are keen to prevent /stop these taking place.  

• The owners are not aiming to police the woods any further but do have the right to fence off 
the area and not provide access to the public.  

• The owners had sought advice from the Police and from Wiltshire Council both of which had 
advised stopping access to the woods.  

Minute 3742 (ii) 
Councillors discussed possible actions that could be taken by the council to facilitate continued 
use of this private property by residents. Cycle track provision elsewhere in the village and 
inviting Longleat to engage with present primary pupils on the appropriate use and protection 
of woodlands were also considered. Cllr Humphreys stated that provision for such cycle track 
activities on the Village Hall grounds was not possible due to insurance restrictions.  

Minute 3742(iii) 
The outcome of the discussion was: 

• The PC will take no further action other than: 

• for the Chair to respond to the correspondent regarding the complaint outlining the 
decision taken at this meeting. 

• Cllr.Parks has recommended that a councillor be asked to join with other villages, who are 
presently engaging with Longleat Estate on similar matters.  

• Longleat Estate will be invited to participate in a future educational event to highlight the 
environmental role of the woodland and the impacts of human interventions. 

• Signs indicating that Chap 1 is a footpath not a cycle path will be considered at a future 
meeting.   

 
Minute 3743. Approval of Minutes 
 The minutes of the last meeting held on the 14th  April 2022, having been circulated were 
 taken as read and approved.  
 
Minute 3744. Matters Arising not on the Agenda  

a.  Newlands development Boundary concerns. Cllr. Holihead reported that there had been a 
good meeting with the developers and that the concerns for residents of Wood Lane regarding 
the boundary had been resolved. The issues for Old Orchard residents were more complicated 
but would likely be resolved by taller fencing being provided. 
An outstanding item for bollards to protect a house from vehicle damage in Cley Hill Gardens 
had also been resolved by the developers. 

b. Update re Old Granary Building Thoulstone Farm. Cllr. Thackway thanked Cllr. Parks for his swift 
response on this item. The timbers of this listed building have collapsed and there is a repair 
scheme is in place with the deadline being March 2024. There are no known intentions in place 
to develop this building other than to re instate.  

c. Concerns re air pollution. Cllr. Holihead referenced the previous communication he had 
received and the research he had carried out on the carbon levels within the village. He noted 
that the limits for the village were often at Level 3 and not as low level for rural areas as 
implied Wiltshire Council have implied. The link for air pollution data 
is:www.addresspollution.org 
 

http://www.addresspollution.org/
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d.  Cricket Club cup. Cllr. Holihead reported on the information he had acquired thus far regarding 
the persons who had donated the cup and will continue to look into whether there is an 
existing relative who he will be able to contact.  

e. Resilience and Emergency Planning update. Cllr. Foster said that his work on this was moving 
forward slowly using the template provided by Cllr. Parks. Some elements are not pertinent to 
the village.  

f. Jubilee Planning. Cllr. Holihead reported that a further meeting had taken place and that 
following the discussion at the last meeting the option to provide gifts for the children in the 
village had been discarded by the PC on both cost and poor-quality grounds. The option of tree 
planting had been the favoured approach and he was able to report that in consultation with 
Cllr. Oakley a request for 135 saplings to be delivered for planting in November from the 
Woodland Trust and in conjunction with the Queen’s Jubilee Canopy initiative, had been made 
and accepted. This recognises the importance of environment sustainable generosity and was 
welcomed by councillors. It was also noted that the school pupils are involved in a wide variety 
of activities related to the Jubilee, which will hopefully be shared with the community on the 
Jubilee Picnic day. However, it has not been possible to confirm a physical presentation 
/activity by the pupils on the day.  

g. Report from HGV Meeting. The briefing notes prepared for this meeting can be found at 
https://www.chapmansladepc.org.uk/parish-council/documents/  Cllr. Holihead reported back 
on this meeting which took place in Maiden Bradley, and which was Chaired by our MP Dr 
Andrew Murrison. He thanked Cllr. Bill Parks and Mr Terry Rose for their support during the 
meeting, and Cllr. Francis Morland for providing clarity on what should be Chapmanslade’s line 
to take. It was noted that it had been agreed with Wilts Council that weight limit issues would 
be de-latched from the A303/A350 junction, and that the merits for lowering weight 
restrictions would be viewed separately for each of the three villages involved. Both issues had 
been major sticking points over the past 16 years of inactivity. Wiltshire Council will by 
December 2022 produce results of new data collated for each village to inform future actions, 
with an update meeting due in July 2022.  

Minute 3745. Finance.  
Accounts  

a. Following the approval of accounts at the April meeting and the completion of the Internal 
Audit the documents (AGAR) were considered. Councillors were happy to sign off the accounts 
and to formally thank the Parish Clerk for her meticulous management of the Parish finances 
over the year. Thanks would also be extended to Sally Evans for her scrutiny of the accounts 
over the last year and for her completion of the internal audit report and findings.  

b. The Certificate of Exemption- It was confirmed by councillors that the council meets the 
requirements to submit the certificate of exemption to the external auditors.(AGAR Page 3)  

c. The internal audit report ( AGAR Page 4) document had been completed by the auditor 
following the Internal audit (19.04.2022) and a letter of completion with no actions was shared 
with councillors. This was welcomed and accepted.  

d. Annual Governance statement 2021/2022. (AGAR Page 5 )Following the statements 1-9 having 
been considered and agreed by councillors at this meeting the Governance Statement was 
approved and signed. 

e. Accounting statements 2021/22 (AGAR page 6) The accounting statements were considered 
and approved in line with the end of year accounts: Bank reconciliation, Explanation of 
Variances, Assets register and CIL accounts.  

f. The date of Audit Notice was confirmed as 10th June 2022 and will be posted on the website 
and on the Parish Notice Board.  

Payments  

https://www.chapmansladepc.org.uk/parish-council/documents/
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g. The following payments were agreed : £120 payment to the Bridge for 12 months. Renewal of 
Insurance 3rd year of 3 year agreement cost will be £188.07.  
 

CIL Funding   
h. Cllr. Foster reported on the consultation undertaken by the CIL working Group to which there 

had been two responses. Traffic concerns remain the priority in accordance with the Village 
Plan . He gave feedback on a meeting with Martin Rose from Wiltshire Highways and the need 
to consider what could be achieved on the High St. The two main options available to 
Chapmanslade were: a 20 mph zone outside the school with appropriate signage linked to the 
school warning lights and to be activated and enforceable during  specific periods around drop-
off and pick-up times, and  to create a crossing point with abutment of the pavement into the 
road outside the school, narrowing the road for pupils and parents to cross. Options were put 
forward and consideration for the use of some of the CIL money to commence the activities 
discussed. Cllr. Foster was asked to confirm with the CIL working group that they were in 
agreement that the CIL funding should be considered to support these suggestions and if 
agreed, applications for upgrades will be put forward to the appropriate Wilts Council fund 
(CATG). Cllr. Holihead would investigate whether a topographic survey undertaken in the past 
was still available and relevant avoiding the cost of a further survey.  

i. Cllr Morland referenced the difficulties regarding previous similar suggestions in the past which 
were not carried forward due to local residents’ objections at the time.  
 

Minute 3746 Correspondence: 
a. Air pollution. Discussed under Minute 3744.  
b. Road Improvement request. A request had been received regarding a loose manhole cover on 

the High St. adjacent to the telephone box. This was reported as being a Wessex Water matter 
rather than Highways as previously discovered, Cllr. Thackway agreed to draft a letter regarding 
the need to repair.  

c. Traffic Incident report.  The council received a report concerning two incidents of near misses 
whilst a driver was parking near the school during the morning drop off time. On request the 
PCSO visited the site on 12th May but was called away before the busiest time for traffic issues 
in this area and aims to return and also to arrange a meeting with the Acting Head of the school 
to discuss this event and arrange a time to speak with the pupils on staying safe on the roads. 
The Chair of Governors reported that the school sends regular letters to the parents regarding 
parking away from the school and safe parking and a recent letter had also been sent by the 
Chair of Governors as well. It was also noted that the systems put in place during Covid for 
entering and leaving the school did ease some congestion and are still in place. The PCSO had 
given his apologies for not being able to attend this meeting and hopes to be able to attend the 
July meeting.   

Minute 3747  Next Meeting 
Due to anticipated absences including the Clerk and possibly the Chair, it was agreed to cancel 
the June Meeting unless there is urgent business.  
 
The next  meeting is therefore planned to take place on 14th July 2022.  
 
(Due to receipt of various planning applications there will be a meeting in the Church on 
Thursday 26th May at 7.00 pm and the 9th June meeting will take place in the Village Hall to  
consider a further planning application.   

 
 
 


