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Timeline 
 
The B3098 through Chapmanslade was upgraded to an A road as part of the development of 
a major housing project in Westbury Leigh some 40+ years ago. The newly created A3098 
received no particular updates other than new signage to match its upgraded status and 
thus the road surface and width were untouched. The weight limit on the A3098 was set at 
17t and for the duration of the Westbury Leigh development it was a regular and busy route 
for aggregate lorries coming from Mells. Once the development was completed the route 
reverted to much lower levels of heavy lorries with virtually no Frome based vehicles using 
the road on a regular basis. 
 
This was reflected in the findings of the 2006 Mouchel Parkman Study which concluded 
inter alia that: 

• implementation of a 7.5t weight limit in Chapmanslade had the least impact on 
other roads, nor at the ‘problem’ junction at A303/A350,  

• the estimated cost of implementation for new signage and a TRO for the A3098 
would be £15,000 (Option 1) the least expensive of all the options for the 3 villages 
affected. 

•  A TRO to reduce the weight limit to 7.5t was made but never implemented and 
Chapmanslade was bundled in with the two others for reasons of equanimity. 

 
In 2013 the weight limit adjusted from 17t to 18t to make it enforceable with agreement 
from Somerset Council. No direct concerns were raised regarding Chapmanslade although it 
was noted that it would be an unpopular decision in the Village, and the option for the 
implementation of the 7.5t weight limit was not precluded by the 2013 decision. (HSB-006-
13).  

In 2017 Chapmanslade conducted an ‘informal’ lorry watch to assess the scale of the 
problem. Lorries were reported by all members of our community and a small coordinating 
team contacted lorry operators directly to ascertain why their overweight vehicles were in 
the Village. 17 different transport companies were contacted during the survey (16 by the 
Village and 1 by Wilts Police). The findings are as follows: 

• The majority of lorries (65%) were travelling off the A36 in a westerly direction and in 
many cases the end destination was not Frome.  

• Almost all the west bound lorries were coming from the Warminster direction on the 
A36 before turning off towards Chapmanslade. When reaching the junction at Dead 
Maids drivers are confronted, for the first time, with the 18t weight limit sign into 
Chapmanslade by which time it is too late to turn around. 

• 60% of the lorries were 5 axles or over (i.e., over 40t). 

• 40% of lorries transit at the worst period for village congestion i.e., school drop 
off/pick up time. 

• Very few lorries were local, with many drivers using the route in both directions as a 
short cut from the Frome bypass to the A36. 

• Lorry operators when contacted were universally helpful and happily checked the 
drivers’ routes from their vehicle trackers, often admitting that their drivers were 



BRIEFING NOTES 
CHAPMANSLADE OVERWEIGHT LORRIES 

 
May 2022. 3 Parishes ( Corsley, Chapmanslade, Maiden Bradley) meeting with MP Dr. Andrew Murrison.  
 

using personal rather than commercial satnav. Nearly all had not planned for their 
lorry to transit the A3098. 

• Weight is only part of the issue, the size of vehicle on a very narrow carriageway with 
limited and narrow pavements also has a major impact within the Village. The A3098 
is too narrow to have road markings down the High St or on the extension between 
the A36 and the edge of the village. 

 
As a result of the ‘lorry watch findings’ in 2017 the Parish Council requested through the 
CATG for updated signs to be posted on the A36 to give greater warning for lorries of an 
approaching weight limit at the A3098 Dead Maids junction. New signs were agreed, but 
whilst they advise lorries for Frome to continue along the A36, they do not mention a 
weight limit on the A3098. Thus, should a lorry choose to take the A3098 short-cut, it 
reaches the first weight limit sign at a point where the lorry cannot turn around. 
 

Impact of heavy lorries in Chapmanslade 
 
Road Safety: All HGVs exacerbate the problem of a narrow road and narrow or non-existent 
pavements causing congestion and frequently either mounting pavements themselves or 
causing other vehicles to do so in order to pass (see cover page of lorry outside 
Chapmanslade Infant School). Over 65% of our community lives along the A3098 (Village 
Plan survey 2019). 
Environment: HGVs are a source of road particle pollution in the village (based on principles 
outlined in Wilts Climate Emergency and Environmental Strategy data and Govt. Air Quality 
Statistics) The A3098 in Chapmanslade currently rates as within the 28th national percentile 
for air pollution and exceeds 3 W.H.O. limits in the centre of the village in the vicinity of the 
school (Imperial College London air quality report data: addresspollution.org )  More HGVs 
inevitably means more pollution. Chapmanslade’s Carbon Footprint is 8t (CO2e) above the 
Wiltshire average and road traffic makes up 1557t (CO2e) of our total emissions of 7687t 
(Carbon Footprint analysis tool) 
Heritage: Noise and vibration from HGVs impact upon the structural integrity of many listed 
buildings on the High St, which, with a tendency through regulation towards single glazing, 
results in residents also suffering from particle exposure within their own homes (no data 
available). 

Road surface damage: the A3098 in Chapmanslade is not structured for regular use by large 
vehicles, thus there is considerable wear and tear on the carriageway which results in 
dangers to cyclists (the A 3098 was removed as a national cycle route in 2019 because of its 
poor condition) and other motorists, drainage is affected by the breaking up of the road 
surface and the increased vibrations caused from potholes etc adds a further element to the 
noise pollution and risks to listed buildings on the High St. 

 

Current situation 

Little has changed since the findings of the report in 2006: 
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• The village continues to see about 4-8 overweight lorries (18t +) transiting per day 
(i.e. excluding lorries delivering within the village) and mainly in a westerly direction. 

• There are hardly any transiting lorries that are based in the local area. 

• Many of the transits coincide with existing village congestion around school pick up 
and drop off times exacerbating the road safety risk to pedestrians and other road 
users. 

• Traffic volume in the village is around 500 vehicles per hour and often surpasses this 
during peak periods (CSW and SID data). 

Summary 

Chapmanslade believes that it should never have been included in the original decision 
regarding the weight limits in the 3 west Wiltshire villages as there were no objections from 
hauliers or adjacent Councils, and the impact on the strategic issues was minimal. It was also 
the lowest cost option of those recommended. 

Chapmanslade’s problem is not one of a regularly high volume of overweight lorries 
transiting through the village but rather the high impact each large lorry has on our limited 
road and pavement space. 

Chapmanslade is not on a regular haulage route for hauliers based in Wiltshire or Somerset 
but is used as a ‘short cut’ for access to/from the A36 at the Dead Maids Junction.  

Because it is not a regular haulage route, the A3098 through Chapmanslade has little to no 
impact on the A350/A303 junction and its associated safety concerns. 

Despite updated signage on the A36 heavy lorries continue to turn off and transit the weight 
limited zone. The new signs are inadequate to the problem giving insufficient warning of a 
weight limit on the A3098 and drivers use their personal satnavs thus making them unaware 
of the weight limit until they are in a ‘no return’ situation. 

 

Conclusions 

The findings and recommendations outlined under Option1 in the report of the 2006 
Mouchel Parkman survey remain extant for Chapmanslade. 

The considerable impact of heavy lorries in Chapmanslade could be significantly reduced by 
the implementation of the TRO reducing the weight limit in both directions on the A3098 to 
7.5t between the A36 Dead Maids Junction through Chapmanslade and into Somerset to the 
Junction with Berkeley Road with appropriate road signs to support this. This remains the 
lowest cost option. 

By de-coupling Chapmanslade from the 3 villages decision on weight limits and 
implementing a lower 7.5t weight limit on the A3098 Wiltshire Council could make progress 
on developing the road structure in west Wiltshire whilst preserving Chapmanslade’s 
community and reducing road safety risks, whilst having no detrimental impact on wider 
strategic issues around the A350/A303.  
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