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Minutes of the Chapmanslade Parish  Council Meeting  Held on Thursday 10th February 2022 in 
The Village Hall at 7.30 p.m. 
 
Minute 3670 Present Cllr. Adam Oakley, Cllr.Charles Thackway, Cllr. Tim Humphreys, Cllr. Phil 
Holihead, Chair, Cllr. Frances Morland, Cllr. John Foster and Clerk Mrs Minnie House.  
 
Minute 3671 Wiltshire Councillor Bill Parks also attended the meeting. 
 
Minute 3672 Public  2  members of the public attended the meeting.  
 
Minute 3673. Welcome The Chair welcomed councillors and newly co-opted Cllr. John  Foster, Cllr. Bill 
Parks and the public  to the meeting.  
 
Minute 3674 The Bridge Article It was confirmed that Cllr. Phil Holihead would write and submit the 
article on the meeting for The Bridge, which would also incorporate last month’s report, which 
unfortunately missed the deadline on submission.  
 
Minute 3675 Apologies. Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. Colin Bell. 
 
Minute 3676  Declarations of Interest  None were made. 
 
Minute 3677 . Opportunity for the public to speak and ask questions on items on the Agenda 

a. A member of the public spoke on concerns regarding the Planning Application for Water Farm.  
He had no objections to the building being planned but was concerned regarding the process 
applied in publication of the application and the way in which the information had not been 
shared appropriately with interested parties. i.e. Chapmanslade Parish Council,  neighbouring 
householders and Green notices of the application had not been posted. 
He spoke on the difficulties envisaged during the development phase- construction traffic and 
deliveries in narrow road and lack of sufficient parking and passing bays, blockage for access for 
those living between the development and Dye House Farm and for horse riders and walkers, 
many of whom frequently access the road. He stated that the management plan appears to be 
poor with planning officer suggestions on solutions to anticipated impacts to be inappropriate. 
He commented on the planner’s response as no increase of vehicles being suggested, 
reasonable visibility available, ignoring farm traffic down the lane and the rarity of traffic going 
beyond Water Farm. He said that the reality was contrary to this with a dangerous bend and 
frequently very muddy road. He felt that a construction plan was required, access to the site 
needed to be improved for passing and parking with a hard standing being a condition in place 
for the development traffic required on site and for deliveries for the development.  

b. Cllr Bill Parks reported on the refusal outcome for planning Application 20/06919/OUT Land to 
the north east of 150 High Street Chapmanslade BA13 4AP; his intention to attend the Weight 
restriction meeting at Maiden Bradley on 18th February with MP Dr. Andrew Murrison, 
Highways  and Councillors from Chapmanslade, Corsley and Maiden Bradley; his confirmation 
that he was happy to attend meeting with Newland developers and Chair of Chapmanslade PC 
to discuss the proposed management to ensure heavy traffic to the Barters development site is 
not travelling through the village, as at present.  

 
Minute 3678 Closing of the opportunity for the public to speak. 
As there were no further comments from the public, the open session for the public to speak was 
closed  and the Chair moved to the matters on the agenda.  
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Minute 3679. Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting on the 13th January 2022 having been circulated were taken as read 
and approved.  
 
Minute 3680 Matters Arising not on the Agenda 

a. Weight restriction 7.5 tonne update. Rescheduled meeting with the Three Parishes, Wiltshire 
County officers, councillors and MP will now take place on 18th February 2022. Same venue. 
Cllr. Holihead explained the Parish Council approach to be raised at the meeting. Cllr. Morland 
raised concerns re the Chapmanslade requirements continuing to be viewed as part of the 
needs of the three Parishes, when the situations are very different.  

b. Cllr Oakley reported that the Village website was now working following the hard work  
of a member of the public , present at the meeting, who was duly thanked for his efforts.  
How this site would be supported in the future was presently not known.   

c. Update on Construction Traffic and Construction Plan concerns/deviations at Barters Farm. The 
Chair commented on events which had taken place since the last meeting, including the 
proposal by the developers to change the route for entry to the site by removing and changing 
signage to direct traffic from Frome towards A36. The planned meeting with developers is to be 
arranged. Action Cllr. Holihead. 
Cllr. Morland raised concerns on the development not being expanded in the future, sharing his 
view that Chapmanslade is being unfairly targeted with additional dwellings, whilst it should 
continue to be viewed as a Green field site. Cllr. Foster stated that his personal preference for 
any suggested newbuild required ,would be to add to present development site at Barters thus 
retaining other Green spaces. 
Cllr Holihead concluded this discussion, reminding councillors that whilst Newlands developers 
had been open with the Council in sharing private discussions which were taking place, no 
approaches had been made by the Authority for further requirement for new housing and no 
discussions had been requested nor taken place regarding commitment by the Parish Council 
for expansion.  

d. Pot Holes outside 78 High Street. Cllr Holihead reported that following Cllr. Park’s support, 
temporary patching had been completed within a couple of days of request and that the 
householder was very happy. He stated that there is a possibility that further temporary filling 
will take place in the new financial year as previously planned  for October 2021 and 
unfortunately due to a police, incident could not go ahead at that time.  

 
Minute 3681 Upgrading of Street Lighting.  
Cllr. Holihead updated councillors on the CATG decision to take this forward with an estimated cost of 
£6000- yet to be confirmed. This would trigger an expectation that the PC would meet 25% of the 
estimated cost i.e. £1500. He had asked CATG to hold the decision on this until their next meeting. 
Tests on underground work required would be needed before final cost could be given. It was agreed 
to discuss this further under Finance Point 11 on the Agenda.  
 
Minute 3682 Queens Jubilee. Cllr. Holihead had drafted a letter for gathering group representatives to 
an initial meeting to put together a planning group for this item, which he had shared by E mail with 
councillors prior to the meeting. Following discussion It was agreed that this should be sent out as 
soon as possible. Information on Grant Funding had also been circulated and it was agreed that 1 
application for all groups would be more sensible than individuals applications. Cllr. Holihead agreed to 
organise the first stages but hoped that others would take this on further as other commitments would 
inhibit his full participation.  
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At the Chairs request the meeting moved to Item 13 on the Agenda with all other items being then 
reversed as per Agenda.  
 
Minute 3683 Planning Application  Application Number PC2021/06150. FUL Convert and extend two 
barns to create a dwelling house with ancillary accommodation and creation of new access following 
the demolition of two barns and associated works. Water Farm Corsley. BA 12 7 QD 
Following extensive discussion Councillors agreed to Support the building application subject to the 
following conditions:   
The PC was particularly concerned about access issues in the lane which  falls mainly within 
Chapmanslade Parish: 

a. During the development/building phase there will be a significant uplift of site traffic which 
would have a detrimental effect on access for properties further down the lane. Provision 
needs to be made to keep site traffic from blocking the lane and a condition is requested that 
an off-lane site is created within the Construction Method documentation detailing how the 
access will be kept clear and where site traffic will park/offload. 

b. Once build is completed there remains an access issue for everyday deliveries (post, white vans 
etc) blocking the lane. Whilst there is a proposal for a small passing place, a much better and 
acceptable solution would be a formal lay-by in which vehicles could park thus keeping access 
open at all times. 

Other concerns: 
a. Bats: the bat surveys indicate that an increase in light at the site could have a detrimental 

effect of the bats that frequent the site. The PC is concerned that the glazed nature of the 
extension will create a significant increase in light and that this is contrary to the 
recommendations of the bat survey. 

b. The bat survey also recommends the creation of alternative roosting sites, but these are not 
evident from the building plans. 

c. Whilst the PC is content that the plans meet the requirements of CP48, it has concerns about 
the lack of any mention regarding CP41 and there seems to be nothing in the plans which 
indicates what heat sources will be used, or indeed anything about the sustainable nature of 
the overall building. These should be addressed to be consistent with Wilts Council’s Climate 
Action Plan. 

 
Minute 3684 Planning Decisions 
Application Number PL/2021/10085 Listed Building Consent Approved with conditions. 
This had been approved with conditions  
Application 20/06919/OUT Land to the north east of 150 High Street Chapmanslade BA13 4AP. 
This Application had recently been refused. 
Link to all planning applications and decisions above: https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/ 
Councillors were concerned to receive reports that the green paper notices indicating upcoming 
planning applications were not evident in the related areas, and that the PC had not originally been 
consulted on the Water Farm application. Cllr Parks agreed to follow up on lack of Green Notices for 
applications as these often help to trigger comments from local residents.  
 
Minute 3685 Finance  

a. Auditors – it was noted that the Auditors for this year would continue to be PKF Littlejohn  
b. It was agreed that the Council would wish to continue within the LA corporate buy in for 

procurement of Auditors for 2022/2023.  
c. The councillors considered the present expected end of year figures provided by the Clerk. 

Current Account expenditure to date; £5806.63 and Balance remaining: £4408.00 

https://development.wiltshire.gov.uk/pr/s/
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Deposit Account estimated funds Balance, inclusive of zero expenditure and estimated interest 
to be £3298.29. 

d. Street Lighting Costs and Budget Costs moving forward. 
The 25% payment related to the proposed new street lighting was discussed with consideration 
as to when this would be required- present or next financial year and whether this could be 
considered for spending from the CIL funding available.  
It was agreed that the Street lighting should go ahead with the expected cost of £1500 and any 
increase on this cost to be considered further. 

e. CIL Planning moving forward. Following further discussion councillors requested the Village 
Steering Group to take this forward for action to seek views from the community and prioritise 
proposals for infrastructure projects that could benefit from this funding and report back to the 
PC for allocation of funds in due course. John Foster agreed to be part of this group 
representing the Parish Council. It was noted that the ultimate decision and management of 
the funds is the responsibility of the Parish Council. 

 
Minute 3686    

Carbon Impact webinar and Tool Event. Cllr. Holihead reported on this event and had circulated 
his findings from using the tool, to councillors prior to the meeting. The councillors noted that 
environmental impacts were discussed with all planning applications under consideration and is 
supporting better local transport by re generating more bus stops and encouraging the use of 
public transport.  
Other areas discussed were the amount of misinformation that is available to the public and 
accurate, pertinent information; the restrictions on possibilities between urban and rural areas; 
the need for reliance of the use of fossil fuels; the for and against of solar farms  and the 
appropriate use of brown and green land ; green energy- confusion and lack of clarity  between 
energy, green energy and total energy consumption, and the need to dig deeper behind the data 
provided by the tool.  
The role of the Parish Council in supporting householders in ways in which they can make a 
difference to the carbon footprint was discussed and consideration of how this could be actioned. 
Further discussion on this needs to take place.  
 
 
Other matters raised by councillors for information.  

Cllr Thackway reported that the Parish Steward had been active in the area and had been focusing on 
blocked drains. The following were requested for future visits: cleaning of pavements, which are 
becoming hazardous for pedestrians, particularly from opposite the school and further up the village. 
Cutting back of the verge by the 30 mile signs on entry to the village.  
The meeting closed at 9.20  p.m. 
The next meeting will take place on  10th March 2022.  
 
 


