
 

 

Minutes of the Chapmanslade Parish Council Meeting  Held on Thursday 12th August 
2021, in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 
 
The meeting was held as a face-to-face meeting and the public invited to attend with 
amended Covid risk assessments in place to ensure Hands, Face and Space protocol was 
observed in a safe environment.  
 
Minute 3554 Welcome.  Cllr. John Lewis Chairman opened the meeting. He welcomed all 
those in attendance and confirmed the protocol for the meeting. 
 
Minute 3555 Present  Cllr. John Lewis Chairman, Cllr Tim Humphreys, Cllr Francis Morland, 
Cllr Colin Bell, Cllr Adam Oakley, Cllr Phil Holihead and Mrs Minnie House, Clerk. 
Minute 3556  Unitary Authority Councillor Bill Parks also attended the meeting. 
 
Minute 3557 Apologies were received by the Clerk, from Cllr. Charles Thackway, in 
advance of the meeting and accepted. 
 
Minute 3558 Public  2 members of the public attended the meeting 
 
Minute 3559  Declarations of Interest.  None were declared 
 
Minute 3560 Opportunity for the public to speak and ask questions on items on the 
Agenda. No questions were raised.  
 
Minute 3561 Minutes of the last meeting on 8th July 2021 
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated in advance of the meeting were 
taken as read and approved. 
 
Minute 3562  Matters Arising not on the Agenda.   

i. Westbury Incinerator-Request to Secretary of State for Housing, Community and Local 
Government Rt. Hon. Robert Jenrick to request call in.  Actioned 

ii. Request to contact Wiltshire Council re the commencement of the Barters Farm 
development. Actioned.  The Clerk was advised as to the following regarding the funding 
that should be received by the Council related to this development as below:  
Tranche 1 of 3, £11535.28 to be paid to the PC October 2021 
Tranche 2 of 3, £13457.83 to be paid to the PC December 2021 
Tranche 3 of 3, £13457.83 to be paid to the PC July 2021 
The dates are subject to prompt payment by the developer, with Tranche 1 having 
been duly paid. Councillors recognised the need to start the planning process for this 
funding shortly. 

iii. Community Traffic Group Meeting 21st July 2021- Cllr. Phil Holihead reported that 
this had been cancelled due to the venue no longer being available and will be re 
planned for September 2021.  

iv. Citizens Advice- move to September meeting under Finance. 
v. Climate Strategy move to September meeting. 

vi. Feedback on CATG meeting and Street Lighting request. As per circulated E mail Cllr 
Phil Holihead had been able to support this request at the latest Area Board meeting 



 

 

and once a decision was made the council may be required to support some of the 
funding. 

vii. Cllr. Phil Holihead also fed back on MP Dr. Andrew Murrison’s visit to the local 
community, which he had attended.   
 

Minute 3563 Planning Overall concerns related to the site development at Thoulstone 
Farm . 
Prior to the discussion on the Individual plans, the Chair asked the councillors to share their 
views on the number of applications being presented and on the impact of these on the 
whole site. Following extensive discussion on varying changes to the development from the 
original application 2019/10721 for the refurbishment of the Farmhouse and conversion of 
Agricultural buildings to 7 dwellings, the main concerns raised in summary were: 

• The listed character of the site not being maintained and when does listed building 
consent apply to this development. 

• The apparent development/conversion of 12 dwellings instead of the original 7 or 
less but more than 7. 

• Whether the development/application is for private use, a business application or 
holiday lets, properties for sale. 

• The change from talking about dwellings to talking about houses. 
• If houses and intention is to sell should the need for affordable housing and CIL 

funding be applied. 
• Extensive farmland related to the site and is further development being considered. 
• The increase in the development being considered as rapidly creeping and 

developing a new hamlet 
• The confusion related to the recent refusal of application for  prior notification for 

permitted development for the construction of a new extensive barn( agricultural 
application)required for agricultural use, which was refused. PL/2021/06842 and the 
apparent need to demolish barns prior to conversion in recent applications.  

• The difficulties related to the number of applications recently received and the 
confusion of some applications in line with original planning being replicated by Full 
Planning Applications also for approval.   

 
Minute 3564  Individual applications considered  
PL/2021/05743  Full planning permission     

Erection of ancillary games room + plant room (revised plans) Former Thoulstone 
Farm, Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, Westbury, BA13 4AQ 
 
The council unanimously agreed to submit an objection to this application. 
The reasons as per consultation submission are listed below: 
 

I. The detrimental impact on protected wildlife species ( bats) within the site as 
a result of the internal light emission through the newly introduced and 
expansive glass doors.  

II. This would also be in contravention of the conditions laid out in Application 
19/11065/Full and 20/05280 VAR in which conditions 7 and 8 refer to external 
lighting. Equally the impact of internal lighting through the large expanse of 
glass would have an equally detrimental effect. 



 

 

 Minute number 3565  
 PL/2021/06585   Parent Application Prior approval Part 3 Class Q: Agricultural buildings to 
dwelling houses. Prior Notification under Class Q for a Proposed Conversion of Existing 
Agricultural Building (Metal Circular Grain Silo) into One Dwelling house (Use Class 
C3).Thoulstone Farm, Farm Buildings, Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AQ 
The existing agricultural building appears incapable of being converted into a residential 
dwelling within the terms of Class Q.   
 
The council unanimously agreed to submit an objection to this application. The 
reasons as per consultation submission are listed below: 
 

i. The structural appraisal of the grain silo structure by ClarkeBond provides no 
specific detail whatsoever, stating ......  Reference should be made available 
to the architectural drawings and other associated documents for further 
information.  Where are these documents and what do they say? Further, 
the report concludes by advising .... We also confirm that to comply with 
building regulations to form residential dwellings, there will need to 
be  additional elements placed within the building's curtilage.  What are 
these "additional elements''?    Given the grain silo comprises a thin skin of 
corrugated sheets only, it is inconceivable that a two story conversion could 
be carried out without creating a new structurally designed frame within to 
carry the weight of the walls and first floor. This cannot comply with the 
criteria for a class Q conversion that states .... The existing building must, in 
structural terms, already be “capable of functioning as a dwelling”. 

ii. In considering the Bat (and bird) survey carried out by Crossman Associates, 
this states (page 2 Background) that .... Development proposals will see it (i.e. 
the grain silo) moved a few meters southwards and converted into a 
dwelling. Again, this means this particular development cannot comply with 
the stipulations of a Class Q conversion. 

Minute number 3566 
PL/2021/06568   Prior approval Part 3 Class Q: Agricultural buildings to dwelling houses(Use 
Class C3) and for Building Operations reasonably necessary for the Conversion. Thoulstone 
Farm, Farm Buildings, Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AQ 
 
The council unanimously agreed to submit an objection to this application. The 
reasons as per consultation submission are listed below: 
 

1. There is a great lack of clarity/confusion as to the intention of the developers 
regarding this application, as this is the same 3 bay garage that falls under 
application PL/2021/06378, which has been listed since this present application, 
PL/2021/ 06568, and is a much simpler adaptation of the garage. 
PL/2021/06378 is a much greater reworking. In the absence of such clarity 
responses to both applications will be submitted.  

2. The existing agricultural building appears incapable of being converted into a 
residential dwelling within the terms of Class Q.   

a. The structural appraisal of the 3 Bay Garage by ClarkBond is ambiguous in 



 

 

respect of the works required to affect the conversion.  They state ....  
 The information provided for the proposed renovation works is in sketch form 

and outlines the general principles only, exact detailing is to be confirmed.  What 
are these details?     

b. Further, the proposed works comprises (i) general restoration of building 
fabric...., with introduction of some new external walls and new internal 
wall.  Water damage to a significant proportion of the existing roof is also noted, 
that would require replacement of structural support timbers.  It is quite plain 
the works envisaged for this conversion are considerably greater than could be 
classified as a "repair", with what appears to be a 
substantial structural reworking.  For these reasons we contend this 
development cannot comply with the criteria for a class Q conversion that 
states .... The existing building must, in structural terms, already be “capable of 
functioning as a dwelling”. 

3. The document Prior Notification Supporting Statement appears inconsistent 
with the above Structural Appraisal and does not reflect the structural changes 
proposed by the conversion. 

4. The Old Granary, which is a listed building, is leaning on the 3-bay garage. Does 
the proposed development of one dwelling house therefore require listed 
building consent to ensure the preservation of the existing Granary?  

5. There is a lack of clarity on the meaning of what is required in respect of building 
operations necessary for the conversion and therefore difficult to understand. 

 
Minute number 3567 
PL/2021/06379 Full planning permission (Additional to original Application 19/10721/FUL) 
Conversion Of Existing Farm Outbuilding To Create Single Residential Dwelling. This Is an 
Additional Permission to 19/10721/Ful which permits the Conversion of Three Residential 
Dwellings. Work has Commenced on this permission. Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AQ  
 
The council unanimously agreed to submit an objection to this application. The 
reasons as per consultation submission are listed below: 
 

1. This application is contrary to Core Strategy Policy, National Planning Policy 
and Revised National Planning Policy Framework 

2. This conversion to a dwelling is outside of the village policy limits. 
3. There is no agricultural justification for the conversion of this barn.  

a. Reference previous prior notification for permitted development for 
the construction of a new extensive barn( agricultural 
application)required for agricultural use, which was 
refused.  PL/2021/06842 

4. The floor plans for the building would suggest the future intended purpose is 
as a holiday let, as opposed to a residential dwelling. The planning application 
should be clear as to the purpose of the building once converted. 

5. This application includes a number of documents relating to the design 
proposals for site 



 

 

wide drainage - given this is one application amongst many others on the 
same site, what is the purpose of including them for this particular 
application? 

6. The drainage strategy document specifies the intended installation of a 
package [private] treatment plant but does not clarify its actual design 
capacity and how this relates to the number of dwellings and their maximum 
occupancy. Will the plant be of sufficient size and how can it therefore be 
assured that the degree of treatment provided will be sufficient to ensure 
continual compliance with the discharge standard to the local water course 
as advised by the Environmental Agency?  The same query applies to the 
intended attenuation crates for surface water management. Where is the 
coordinated design for the Thoulstone Farm complex to adequately serve 
the foul waste discharges and surface run-off of the completed site? 

7. The visual aspect of the substantial glassed area and in particular the West 
End is not in keeping with the original agricultural purpose of the building and 
will have a detrimental, environmental, impact on the surrounding country 
side.  

8. The degree of obvious light pollution that will emanate through the glazing 
will have an environmental impact on the protected species within the site 
e.g. Bats.  

 
Minute number 3568 
PL/2021/06381 Full planning permission 
Proposed relocation and Conversion of Existing Metal Grain Silo + Extension to include 
Additional Similar Silos to Create Residential Dwelling. Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, BA13 
4AQ 
 
The council unanimously agreed to submit an objection to this application. The 
reasons as per consultation submission are listed below: 

1. This application is believed to be a substitution for application PL/2021/06585 being 
a full planning application for this structure ,as opposed to the previous part 3 class 
Q conversion sought under permitted development rights. 

2. The documentation is unclear and ambiguous and therefore difficult for councillors 
to consider effectively. As with other planning applications across this development 
site, greater clarity is essential for a properly informed decision to be made 

3. The council believes that this does not meet the criteria for the conversion of 
existing agricultural buildings  being converted to residential buildings. The defined 
removal and conversion are not considered compliant and therefore unacceptable. 

4. The Design Statement document is predicated upon a "conversion" of the existing 
silo, however we would suggest this is in reality a new building. To state that the ... 
silo's appearance will not be materially changed [section on Appearance] 
stretches credibility beyond all reason. 

5. The existing silo is not considered capable of being relocated without wholly 
disassembling. The application would suggest this is not the case, and a 
construction methodology should be provided to satisfactorily appreciate how this 
relocation could be achieved. 



 

 

6. The existing silo cannot structurally be converted in the manner proposed, creating a 
two story structure with first floor balcony. 

7. The application is contrary to Core Policies and places additional residential housing 
outside of the village area of development. 

Further concerns which apply also to applications on this site: 

1. Concerns also relate to the potential detrimental impact on the 
environment and local country side due to the increased volume of traffic. 

2. The increased use of individual transport would be inevitable due to lack of 
infrastructure and lack of nearby access to services e.g. local amenities, 
hospitals and public transport, shops, pathways for pedestrians and cycle 
paths. etc. 

 
Minute number 3569 
PL/2021/06497 Full planning permission  ( Parent Application) 
Proposed demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of three residential 
dwellings. Thoulstone Farm, Farm Buildings, Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AQ  
 
The council unanimously agreed to submit an objection to this application. The 
reasons as per consultation submission are listed below: 
 

1. There is no agricultural justification for the conversion of this barn.  
a. Reference previous prior notification for permitted development for the 

construction of a new extensive barn( agricultural application)required 
for agricultural use, which was refused.  PL/2021/06842 

2. Planning within the original Application references the conversion of agricultural 
buildings and this references the demolition of a useable barn.  

3. In the absence of any updated information being provided in the documentation, 
regarding the changing, overall development of the site the Council accessed the 
Marketing information promoting holiday lets and large party letting.  Within this 
there is a reference to the site being 20 Acres in size and holding livestock. Being 
able to access Alpacas on the site is also referenced in the media blurb. If, as the 
Parish Council have previously been informed that alpacas need a barn area for 
breeding, food storage and veterinary care, then retaining this useable barn for such 
agricultural use would seem sensible and negate the need for any future applications 
for an additional agricultural building for alpaca care. 

4. Clarity is required on whether this is a substitute application for PL 
/2021/06379 or even PL/2021/06380. 

5. This application is contrary to Core Strategy Policy, National Planning Policy and 
Revised National Planning Policy Framework 

6. This conversion to a dwelling is outside of the village policy limits 
7. The documentation is unclear and ambiguous and requires greater clarity. 
8. There is no justification for a further access track on the West side as there is a 

perfectly usable track on the East side.  
9. What is the justification for a complex private drainage system when there is an 

accessible  main sewer running adjacent to the site?  



 

 

 
Minute number 3570 
PL/2021/06380 Full planning permission 
Conversion of existing farm outbuilding to create single residential dwelling (Additional 
permission to 19/10721/FUL which permits conversion to 3 no, residential dwellings) 
Thoulstone Farm, Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AQ 
 
The council unanimously agreed to submit an objection to this application. The 
reasons as per consultation submission are listed below: 
 

1. There is no agricultural justification for the conversion of this barn.  
a. Reference previous prior notification for permitted development for the 

construction of a new extensive barn( agricultural application)required 
for agricultural use, which was refused.  PL/2021/06842 

2. Planning within the original Application references the conversion of agricultural 
buildings and this references the demolition of a useable barn.  

3. Clarity is required on whether this is a substitute application for PL /2021/06379 or 
even PL/2021/06380 

4. In the absence of any updated information being provided in the documentation, 
regarding the changing, overall development of the site the Council accessed the 
Marketing information promoting holiday lets and large party letting.  Within this 
there is a reference to the site being 20 Acres in size and holding livestock. Being 
able to access Alpacas on the site is also referenced in the media blurb. If, as the 
Parish Council have previously been informed that alpacas need a barn area for 
breeding, food storage and veterinary care, then retaining this useable barn for such 
agricultural use would seem sensible and negate the need for any future applications 
for an additional agricultural building for alpaca care. 

5. This application is contrary to Core Strategy Policy, National Planning Policy and 
Revised National Planning Policy Framework 

6. This conversion to a dwelling is outside of the village policy limits 
7. The documentation is unclear and ambiguous and requires greater clarity. 
8. There is no justification for a further access track on the West side as there is a 

perfectly usable track on the East side.  
9. What is the justification for a complex private drainage system when there is an 

accessible  main sewer running adjacent to the site?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Minute number 3571 
PL/2021/06496 Full planning permission 
Proposed demolition of existing agricultural building and erection of new indoor swimming 
pool. Thoulstone Farm, Farm Buildings, Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AQ 
 
The council unanimously agreed to submit an objection to this application. The 
reasons as per consultation submission are listed below: 
 

1. The application is contrary to Core Strategy Policies.  

2. There is no justification for the demolition of this valuable agricultural 
building particularly when the extensive agricultural site for this development 
would/does continue to need an agricultural building of this type. ( Ref: 
Decision of prior notification application - PL/2021/08642 agricultural 
permitted development) 

3. Ecologically there is a risk to flora and fauna through discharge into 
waterways- councillors questioned high water usage and wastage, the 
capacity of present drainage plans for the site and why connection to main 
drain sewerage isn’t being proposed.  

4. The proposed building is double the height of the present building, and 
concern is raised regarding the detrimental impact on protected wildlife 
species ( bats/birds) within the site as a result of the inevitable internal light 
emission through the expanse of glass at the west end of building which also 
points towards the village and will impact on further light pollution. 

5. The application is contrary to Wiltshire Council’s Climate  Change Policy. No 
business case has been put forward for a swimming pool which could be 
accessible to the local community and is for private use only and therefore no 
local employment is being created by this development.  

Minute 3572 
The Clerk was asked to include a copy of the previous letter sent to David Cox, Planning 
Officer with all the above individual responses.  
Minute 3573  
It was noted that 3 councillors were able to attend the Area Board Meeting- Meet the Area 
Board members on 7th September in Codford.  
Minute 3574 
Councillor Bill Parks agreed to talk with the Planning officers Steve Vellance and David Cox 
re an extension for the Parish Council to respond to the above applications and also to 
explain the difficulties in making decisions on these 8 applications  for the Parish Council, 
due to the confusion in not being able to perceive the continuously changing overall plan for 
the development and understanding the number of differing applications for the same 
buildings.   
Minute 3575 
The Chair expressed the Council’s congratulations on the success of Kate French, a newly 
arrived resident of Short Street, who has recently competed in the Tokyo Olympics and 
Won a Gold Medal. 
Cllr Colin Bell volunteered to send a letter of congratulations to her from the Parish Council.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.40 pm 



 

 

 
The next planned meeting will take place on 9th September 2021 
An extraordinary meeting of the council to discuss Application PL /2021/05496 will take 
place in the Church at 7.30 p.m. on Thursday 26th August 2021.  
 


