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Thursday 15th July 2021 
To:  Secretary of State for Housing, Community and Local Government 
Rt. Hon. Robert Jenrick. 
robert.jenrick.mp@parliament.uk 
CC Rt Hon Dr Andrew Murrison Conservtive MP for South West Wiltshire 
murrisona@parliament.uk 
CC Wiltshire Unitary Authority elected Councillor Bill Parks  
Bill.Parks@wiltshire.gov.uk 
 
Dear Mr Jerrick, 

Northacre Renewables planning application (Wiltshire Council reference number 
20/06775/WCM) – Approved  

In your role as Secretary of State for housing, Community and Local Government, I am writing on behalf 
of Chapmanslade Parish Council, Wiltshire,  to request that you call in the Northacre Renewables 
planning application (Wiltshire Council reference number 20/06775/WCM) to construct and operate a 
243,000te commercial waste Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator. The application was recently 
approved by Wiltshire Council despite it contradicting both local (Policy WDC2 of the Wiltshire and 
Swindon Waste Development Control Policies DPD) and national environmental policies. We believe 
there is a case for you to call this in based upon the following Caborn principles: 
 
a. May conflict with national policies on important matters: On 9th December 2020 the Climate Change 
Committee (CCC) published their Sixth Carbon Budget as required by the Climate Change Act alongside a 
policy report, sector summaries and supporting research. The Policies for the Sixth Carbon Budget 
Report published as one of the three primary documents in the Sixth Carbon Budget include the 
following CCC statements:  

• “Many new energy-from-waste (EfW) plants are under construction and have been granted 
planning permission, which if built without CCS [Carbon Capture and Storage] will likely 
significantly increase sector emissions.” (Page 180) 

• “Banning biodegradable waste from landfill from 2025 is a priority, and should be achieved via 
prevention, reuse and recycling, not via more energy-from waste.” (Page 185)  

• “England should target 68% recycling by 2030 – household, commercial and industrial shares of 
this are achievable.”   

• “Energy-from-waste emissions continue to grow, but need to be constrained by waste 
prevention, re-use and recycling, and over time further mitigated via carbon capture and 
storage. EfW fossil GHG emissions in 2018 were 5.3 MtCO2e/year. Achieving the Balanced 
Pathway will require waste prevention, re-use and recycling efforts to keep EfW emissions 
approximately flat over time (between 5-6 MtCO2e/year) before CCS starts being retrofitted to 
plants...– For those plants not yet under construction, new energy-from-waste plants (and plant 
expansions) should only be constructed in areas confirmed to soon have CO2 infrastructure 
available and should be built 'CCS ready' or with CCS.” (Pages 187-188).  
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HM Government has committed to this reduction of 68% in emissions by 2030 and 78% by 2035. This 
proposed plant will only have been operating for 5 years by 2030. If built it will be emitting between 
150,000 and 300,000 tonnes of CO2 per year, the equivalent of 100,000 to 200,000 cars on Wiltshire 
roads.  

None of the above issues were considered by the Wiltshire Council Strategic Planning Committee, or the 
Council Officer’s Report. Had they been it would be clear that the proposed Northacre EfW incinerator 
does not constitute sustainable waste management. The proposal conflicts with local and national 
policies and objectives, and the harm that the proposed facility would cause would far outweigh its 
benefits. It is so out of kilter with the climate agenda that even Wiltshire Council's own Economic 
Development and Planning team's Head of Carbon Reduction objected based upon academic research, 
including bespoke assessments carried out on behalf of Wiltshire Council by the University of Exeter. 

 
b. Could have significant effects beyond the immediate locality: As well as the environmental effects 
there are also potentially far-reaching economic effects. 

Arla Foods has a building immediately adjacent to the site that employs approx. 250 local people, 
producing among other things, Anchor butter and dried milk for use in commercial bakeries. Its products 
are made from local Wiltshire milk and secondary employment from milk production in Wiltshire 
amounts to another 1,500 jobs and is the livelihood of at least 50 farms.  

If there is a risk from the incinerator to their product, Arla has stated they could abandon the site 
creating an unemployment crisis including farms and logistic networks across a wide area with the 
consequent domino effect on local economies. Were this to occur it will not be offset by the 40 people 
scheduled to be employed at the incinerator.  

As a linear hilltop village within the predicted range of particulate fallout and the radius of any economic 
impact, Chapmanslade has previously objected, along with 17 other town and parish councils and over 
2000 individuals on the grounds of local effects. We are aware that the EfW waste process is a small 
step up from the bottom rung of the waste management ladder: land-fill. However given the findings of 
the CCC this small step looks increasingly unacceptable and although considered ‘just enough’ now is 
likely to be ‘not enough’ by the time the site is operational. This is the wrong technology, at the wrong 
time, in the wrong place. 

Thus, it will rapidly undermine HM Govt’s efforts to move away from burning fossil fuels and towards 
more sustainable and cleaner options to generate power. By calling in this application and refusing it, 
you could give the leadership to local councils to look beyond short-term solutions and to align 
themselves with the wider visions of national government. This surely would be a welcome message for 
the UK to deliver to its international partners at COP26. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 

Minnie House Clerk 
Chapmanslade Parish Council 
  


