
 

 

Minutes of the Chapmanslade Parish Council Meeting  Held on Thursday 8th July 
2021, in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 
 
The meeting was held as a face-to-face meeting and the public invited to attend with Covid 
risk assessments in place to ensure Hands, Face and Space protocol was observed in a safe 
environment.  
 
Minute 3446 Welcome.  Cllr. John Lewis Chairman opened the meeting. He welcomed all 
those in attendance and confirmed the protocol for the meeting. 
 
Minute 3447 Present  Cllr. John Lewis Chairman, Cllr Tim Humphreys, Cllr Francis Morland, 
Cllr Colin Bell, Cllr Adam Oakley, Cllr Phil Holihead and Mrs Minnie House, Clerk. 
. 
Minute 3448 Apologies were received from Cllr. Charles Thackway. 
 
Minute 3449 Public  2 members of the public attended the meeting 
 
Minute 3450  Declarations of Interest.  None were declared 
 
Minute 3451 Opportunity for the public to speak and ask questions on items on the 
Agenda. No questions were raised.  
 
Minute 3452 Minutes of the last meeting on 10th June 2021  
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated in advance of the meeting were 
taken as read and approved. 
 
Minute 3453  Matters Arising not on the Agenda.  Parish Council website 
https://www.chapmansladepc.org.uk   
The Clerk  recommended that following discussions with the Village website manager that 
the Parish Council section on the Village website be removed with a link provided to access 
the new Parish Council website. All councillors agreed that this should happen. The 
Chairman expressed his thanks for the support given by the present manager and time given 
to managing the Parish council section so well over a number of years.  
 
Minute 3454 Planning   
Planning Applications  

i. PL/2021/06589, Prior approval Part 3 Class Q: Agricultural buildings to dwelling 
houses. 
Prior Notification under Class Q for a Proposed Conversion of Existing Agricultural 
Building to Provide 3 no. Dwellings (Use Class C3) and for Building Operations 
Reasonably Necessary for the Conversion. Thoulstone Farm, Farm Buildings, 
Thoulstone, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AQ 
 
Following an extensive debate on this application all councillors agreed to object to 
this application for the following reasons: 

• The existing agricultural building is incapable of being converted within the terms of 
Class Q 

https://www.chapmansladepc.org.uk/


 

 

Further concerns raised: 

• The sustainability of the development is questionable due to the lack of nearby 
access to services e.g. shops, schools, hospitals and public transport etc. 

• The sustainability of the site is looking increasingly questionable as there is no 
infrastructure in place to support a development that is expanding incrementally 
and risks becoming a hamlet. Without such infrastructure and given the site's 
remoteness from the village there will be an increase in the reliance on cars to 
meet basic needs such as shopping, school attendance etc. with the subsequent 
risks to the environment, and the potential for increased risk to the adjacent 
junction on the A36 

• This barn remains a modern functional agricultural building, which until recently, 
was used by local farmers to store crops and equipment. Given the demands on 
agriculture, and the lack of any need for C3 housing in this remote site, the 
proposed conversion appears to be without justification. 

 

ii. PL/2021/05002 Full  
Erection of temporary timber fencing + privet hedge to walled garden Thoulstone 
Farm, Chapmanslade, BA13 4AQ  
 
Following discussion the decision made by councillors on this application was no 
objections. 

 
iii. A further application had been received prior to the meeting which could not be 

discussed at this meeting, as not all councillors had been able to view the 
application. It was agreed that in the absence of being able to bring this application 
to a meeting prior to the deadline being reached, that councillors would view the 
application and submit comments and recommendations on response, to the Clerk 
who, in discussion with the Chair is delegated to submit a comment to development 
planning should the application be non-controversial.  

  
Minute 3455 Planning decisions 

i. Westbury incinerator  
Councillor Holihead reported on his virtual attendance at the Wiltshire Planning 
meeting at which the recent application for the Westbury Incinerator was approved.  

There were a very large number of objectors as opposed to supporters for this application.  
The only 6 supporters from  0.3%  of those who commented and 6 selected objectors from 
99.7% who objected , were selected to speak to the council at the meeting. MP Andrew 
Murrison was one of the persons who spoke as an objector.  
 

ii. Further Actions following the decision to approve to be taken  
Further actions to write to the Secretary of State to support a request for a call in and a 
Judiciary review were considered and after detailed discussion it was agreed that such a 
request should be made by the Parish Council. Cllr. Phil Holihead agreed to put together a 
response based on the discussion held. This would be circulated to councillors for input and 
agreement via E Mail. 
 
 



 

 

Minute 3456 Finance Payments 
Vat Claim received.  The amount received on the Vat claim recently made was £321.70 
which is registered on the bank statement as having been received on 2.6.2021 
 
Minute 3547  Neighbour Hood Planning update /Emergency Planning 
Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr. Adam Oakley spoke on these two items in the context of the 
Parish Plan Steering group.  
The Neighbourhood planning survey has been completed and returned to Simon Knott who 
is trying to establish why very few Rural Parishes in Wiltshire are engaging in 
Neighbourhood Plans and how support can be given. Cllr Oakley has spoken with Simon 
Knott regarding the benefits other than planning that can be gained from completing a plan 
in the future. Cllr Francis Morland commented on the process and that once a 
Neighbourhood Plan has been completed the Planning Authority take over the 
administration of such and is potentially not a benefit to the Parish Council. The CIL fund 
which can be available if housing development takes place when a Neighbourhood Plan is in 
place can however be increased by 10% on the amount provided without a Plan.  
Emergency Plan Cllr Oakley commented on the Wiltshire County template that had been 
produced to support the creation of a plan and noted that a plan once in place has to be set 
up and reviewed annually by the Parish Council. To put this together it requires a 
Coordinator and 2 Deputies. Cllr. Tim Humphreys commented on the amount of effort 
needed may be lessened by ensuring that the document produced is simple but equally 
effective. Cllr Oakley would circulate the document to all councillors.  
  
Minute 3548  Footpaths and multi user paths. 

i. There were no further updates from Cllr. Oakley 
ii. Recent concerns  raised on blockage of Rights of Way 14 and 13 have been 

reported. County Councillor Bill Parks was also contacted and was able to speak with 
the Rights of Way officer who would be contacting the owner of the land on which 
these paths run.   

 
Minute 3549 Traffic and Pavements update.  

i. Community traffic group Cllr. Phil Holihead commented on the first meeting of this 
group which took place in the Three Horseshoes with 20 in attendance. The focus 
was to clearly define the problems but not the solutions. The sub groups established 
were focused on Speeding, Parking  Congestion throughout the Village and School 
focused traffic. 
The groups have been tasked to look at the information provided from previous 
groups and actions taken and feedback on the perceived issues/problems, to a 
further meeting on 21st July 2021. 
The information gathered can then be collated to inform discussions with Wilshire 
Highways and support Wiltshire Highways in offering possible solutions.  
Road resurfacing Cllr. Holihead also reported on a meeting that will be taking place 
with himself, a Highways officer, Atkins and Unitary Authority Councillor, Bill Parks, 
on July 21st regarding the proposed road resurfacing of the main road through 
Chapmanslade. This will be a two stage process covering this financial year and the 
next in 2022. The present proposal is to resurface the section from Dead Maids to 
Clearwood View in the first phase, as this is the most damaged area. In view of the 



 

 

proposed development at Barters Farm and the increased heavy lorries to the site 
and requirement for utilities, which will create a disproportionate use of the new 
surface in this area, Councillors discussed whether the better option would be to 
move this section to the second phase and start in October from the western end of 
the village. Councillor Holihead will explore this option further. 

ii. Reported defect with Manhole cover  Following a request from a local resident a 
faulty manhole on the High Street close to Huntenhull Lane has now been repaired 
by Wessex Water Board.  

 
Minute 3550  Area Board Meeting 24th June 2021 
Cllr Adam Oakley reported on the content of the meeting highlighting the following points: 

• The number of main business meetings will be changed from 6 to 4 in the year. 

• Opportunities for Grant Applications will now be reduced to 4 times in the year 

• Very urgent grant applications for projects up to £5000 may be considered by the 
Area Board manager under delegation outside of the Area Board meetings. . 

• 4 new “engagement” meetings will be introduced  with no agendas to which Parish 
Councillors will be invited to attend and meet with members of the Area Board. 

• Community Task Group for rural areas and involving the police will be set up and 
Councillor led to look at solutions to long term problems  

• CATG meeting will take place on 21st July 2021.   
 
Minute 3551 Climate Strategy Engagement Wiltshire.  
https://www.chapmansladepc.org.uk/parish-council/documents/ 
At the last meeting Cllr. Adam Oakley raised the  question “What should the Parish Council 
be doing to support this particularly in respect of Carbon Omissions.” 

i. Councillors had been asked to relook at the information previously provided on this 
prior to the meeting. He hoped that relevant aspects of the foci within the strategy 
could be considered by groups or individuals within the PC, which would enable the 
PC to take a lead on this important issue within the community. 

ii. Cllr. Adam Oakley spoke on how he had taken on looking at one area – local bus 
services- and the outcomes following a survey that he had published in The Bridge 
magazine on present and potential use. He said the response had been greater than 
he had expected and reaching the mid 20s. These still require analysis. He had 
spoken with the Bus Network manager for Wiltshire who had been very helpful 
providing current bus timetable relating to buses passing through Chapmanslade. ( 
This will be circulated to Councillors). 

iii. He commented on the possibility of additional services being provided should there 
be a need and taxi provision if provision for small number required.  

iv. Bus stop points and request stops were considered with Parish Council being 
responsible for maintenance. Consideration was also discussed on the requirement 
for bus shelter and replacement bench at the stop outside the Three Horseshoes. 

v. Further discussion on the role of the council in publicising such provision and raising 
awareness of the little things that individuals can be doing to reduce carbon 
omissions followed and included: 

• Development of a Policy Document/ Strategy on behalf of the PC 

• PC influence but limited control 

• Scientific thoughts on climate change 

https://www.chapmansladepc.org.uk/parish-council/documents/


 

 

• Benefits to pursue clean air 

• Small practicalities that can be taken 
This item will be pursued at a further meeting.   

i. Cllr. Adam Oakley was praised for the progress he had made on local bus services. 
 
Minute3552  
Cllr. Colin Bell queried the request by Citizens Advice regarding financial donation from the 
PC. This will be an item on the next Agenda under Finance.  
 
Minute 3553 
The next meeting is planned for the 12th August 2021 should there be urgent items which 
cannot be held over until the following meeting on the 9th September 2021. 
Councillors were requested to keep 12th August in their diaries but also be aware that this 
meeting may be cancelled in due course.  
 
The meeting closed at 10 pm.  
 


