
‘A History of Chapmanslade’ Book Launch 

 
 
Over the weekend of 19/20 October 2019, the Chapmanslade History Group 
proudly launched their much-anticipated local history book telling the story of 
Chapmanslade through the ages – right up to present day. 
 
Joyce Jefferson, group leader and book editor, says, “After six years of 
research, discussion and weekly meetings at our village pub, the Three 
Horseshoes, consuming bucket-loads of Ben’s freshly brewed coffee, we 
have at long last launched our long-awaited book.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‘A History of Chapmanslade’ Book Launch 

The book launch took place in the village pub, 
the Three Horseshoes. Joyce says, “Ben is a 
wonderful community minded landlord. He let 
us set up in the pub so that parishioners could 
pop in for a chat and buy the book. At times it 
was like a village event with folks meeting 
friends that they may not have seen for a while. 
We managed to sell nearly 150 books at £10 
each, which will go a long way to covering our 
costs. All profits will go towards village funds.” 
 

General Manager of the Three Horseshoes, Ben 
Leveque, purchasing a copy of ‘A History of 

Chapmanslade’ from Joyce Jefferson. 
 
Joyce thanks everyone who came along to the Three Horseshoes over the 
weekend and bought a copy (or more) of the History Book. The History Group 
hope that everyone finds it to be an interesting read. 
 
Joyce says “Chapmanslade has been a very challenging but enjoyable place 
to study as it was only created as a parish in its own right in 1934. Before that 
it was partly in three parishes, Corsley, Upton Scudamore and Dilton Marsh. 
Also, the village High Street, which is an ancient thoroughfare, was the 
boundary between the Saxon administrative areas of Westbury and 
Warminster. South of the road was mainly, but not entirely, in the parish of 
Corsley, and areas to the north came under Westbury. This meant that 
records were often confusing and held in many different locations, but on the 
other hand many villagers were very happy to share their treasured family 
photos, stories and local knowledge.” 
 
The group researched and uncovered a number of really interesting stories 
like that of Clara Grant and James Dredge. 
 

Clara was a famous former resident who became head teacher 
of a school in Bow, East London and was renowned as a 
humanitarian and philanthropist. She was one of the first pupils 
in the village school, which opened in 1872. 
 
 

James Dredge (1794-1863) was a local lad with no known education who 
went on to become a designer and builder of over 50 suspension bridges both 
in Britain and around the world. One History Group member, Nigel Bridewell, 
a life-long resident and a descendant of James, was asked to cut the ribbon 
when his first bridge across the river Avon at Bath was recently reopened 
having been refurbished at a cost of £1.3M. 



‘A History of Chapmanslade’ Book Launch 

The book will be on sale locally at village events and at The Three 
Horseshoes (https://www.threehorseshoes.uk.com) or can be purchased by 

contacting Joyce on 01373 832845 or at phil.jefferson@virgin.net. 
 

Some photos taken at the Book Launch, 19/20 October 2019 
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