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Keeping Calm and Carrying On: How VE Day Has Taken On New Meaning 
By	Meg	Lintern	

	

 

VE day has always been of special significance to the British public. It is a moment of reflection, 
respect, and above all, remembrance – remembrance of not only the suffering endured by a 
generation, but the strength that they derived from their suffering. The extent of devastation wreaked 
by the second world war is unfathomable to my generation, but this year, Britain has had to fight a 
new kind of battle. Although it cannot compare with the colossal upheaval of the 1940s, 2020 has 
required us to change our daily routines and interactions in a way that has presented its own struggles. 
Fear has been rife within the media, friends and families have struggled with weeks of physical 
separation, and economic uncertainty has emblazoned a question mark over the future. An Office for 
National Statistics survey recently found that almost half of over-16s in Britain have experienced high 
anxiety levels since the beginning of lockdown. The unseen challenge of this virus has been that of 
our mental health, and it seems that maintaining morale is crucial for coping with the latter stages of 
the pandemic. For that reason, VE day not only provided a welcome reminder of our ability to pull 
together in times of crisis: it also provided a great excuse for a celebration. 

On Bank Holiday Weekend, gardens up and down Chapmanslade’s high-street were enveloped by a 
cacophony of good cheer. The clinking of beer cans, the burble of conversation, and the slathering of 
cream and jam on scones overlapped the faint melody of jazz; and a spring breeze carried the buzz of 
laughter from house to house. However, the sense of joy that presided was a result of more than just 
barbequed burgers and back-garden football games – it was caused by the excitement of speaking to 
neighbours again, as well as the range of community activities that promised a new form of 
socialising.  
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COV-AG, Chapmanslade’s Coronavirus Action Group, saw VE Day as a vital opportunity to spread 
positivity. It was clear that the usual village bash, complete with its three-legged-races and hotdog 
buns, could not be hosted for the first time in recent memory. Instead, all of the planning and 
preparation was directed into a socially distanced alternative. For Charlene Ridler, the group’s leader, 
‘the event was a great day for everyone to look forward to in this strange period of time, which is 
particularly important for our wellbeing. Community spirit is key to continue to lift morale and to be a 
village inclusive of all ages. It was also great to build relationships with people that we may not have 
really spoken to before’.  

Judged the Best Decorated House 

The day started with decorations. According to one resident, it was ‘great seeing houses decorated 
red, white and blue’ as a sign of national solidarity – for 21st century Brits, our flag has come to 
represent the things we value in our country, the National Health Service in particular. In between the 
photos of colourful house displays, the village Facebook page was interspersed with five rounds of a 
VE day quiz organised by Robert Thackway, which simultaneously served as a home-learning history 
lesson. At tea-time, there came the addition of cake: there was a beautiful array of iced delights 
entered into this year’s VE day bake-off (judged with the supposition that they tasted as good as they 
looked). For those who were really feeling the celebratory spirit, fancy dress was a staple, making the 
cream tea picnics that lined the high street even more lively. In the afternoon, just as the post-cake 
sugar rush hit, the village were jiving on the lawn during the English Heritage dance-along – after 
weeks of Joe Wicks’ workouts, some of us had more than a little spring in our step. Penultimately, the 
Queen’s speech provided the words of wisdom that the nation needed to hear before the community 
made their way to their doorsteps to join a singalong. Dozens of voices singing ‘We’ll Meet Again’ 
was as beautiful as it was poignant, and it was made all the more resonant by a blissful afternoon of 
chatting over garden fences and sharing socially-distanced cuppas. Britain’s first VE day brought a 
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sense of hope that had been absent for months: 75 years later, it has once again rekindled dwindling 
hope and reignited both our love for our community and our determination to keep one another safe 
during these trying times.  

It was during the second world war that Churchill spoke the infamous phrase: ‘My dear friends, this is 
your hour’. It is perhaps fitting, therefore, that Chapmanslade is once again proving that as some 
community members go above-and-beyond, they pull their neighbours up alongside them.  

 

Thanks to the Chapmanslade History Group, Celia Carpenter dug up this lovely family photo of her 
sister and herself taken on VE Day in Bath. Celia says she is the one with the sulky looking face. 
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Some of the many photos taken on the Day 

 

 
 
Annie and Alisdair Wild 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summer Ridler, Winner of the 
Best Cake, with her prize 
donated by Morrison’s of 
Warminster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


