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Chapmanslade Memorial Playing Field Requested Improvements
SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION
The improvements outlined in this report are based on parishioner’s inputs to Village Voice
exercises undertaken during the period 2016 to 2019 as part of the development of the
Chapmanslade Parish Plan, which was adopted by the Parish Council in June 2019, and
subsequently recognised by the Wiltshire Council Area Board.
Additional data collection and analysis is still on-going using an online survey on the
Chapmanslade Village website.
It is believed that the proposals outlined in this report meet with outcomes identified in the
Parish Plan, for example, PRIORITY Actions given in the Parish Plan include:
•

At the Memorial Playing Field – new and updated children’s equipment plus sporting
and keep fit facilities for all ages

•

Health & Wellbeing - facilities for all ages to keep fit and active

In Section 2 of this document, eight (8) of the most requested improvements to the MPF have
been overlaid onto a Google map in order to give a pictorial view of how they might fit into the
available space. Each improvement has been given a number (1 thru’ 8). The order of the
numbers does not imply significance or importance.
Section 3 sets out some initial detail of each of the eight identified improvements.

Notes:
1. The data used as the basis of this report are set out in ‘Chapmanslade Village Voice
– Analysis of Data Related to Improved Facilities for Leisure, Health & Wellbeing’
which can be found on the Chapmanslade Village website at:
http://chapmanslade.org.uk/village-hall-2-2/.
2. Not all improvements requested by parishioners have been included in this report.
For example, two suggestions not included are, a skate park and a zip wire. These
suggestions could be included at a later date if so decided by the Committee.
3. At this stage, little attempt has been made to determine the likely cost of each of the
suggested improvements.
4. It is believed that the various improved facilities would be capable of being used by
the majority of parishioners in some way or another.

Parish & Demographic Data*
To give contextual relevance to the potential usage, and therefore importance, of the
proposed improved ‘health and wellbeing’ facilities outlined in this report, it is understood at
the time of writing that there are 310 households in the parish with 650 parishioners, including
120 children (75 up to the age of 11years, and 45 aged 12 to 18 years).
Currently, planning permission has been given to build an additional 50 houses in the parish
over the coming few years, comprising 2,3 and 4 bedrooms including bungalows, thereby
significantly increasing the population, and therefore the need for improved facilities.
*Population data provided by village groups that deliver materials throughout the parish. This data are
consistent with the Office for National Statistics mid year 2015 estimate shown in the Parish Plan.
Housing data comes from review of planning documents on the Wiltshire Council website.
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Chapmanslade Memorial Playing Field Requested Improvements
SECTION 2: REQUESTED IMPROVEMENTS MAPPED ONTO THE PLAYING FIELD

Suggested Improvements covered in this report:
1. Multi-use Trim Track
2. Re-size the Football Pitch
3. A Caged, Marked out, Multi-sport, Hard Surfaced Area
4. Refurbish the Old Cricket Pavilion
5. Updated Equipment in the Children’s Play Area
6. Outside Gym Equipment
7. A number of Park Benches
8. Cycle Stands fixed to wall of the Village Hall
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Chapmanslade Memorial Playing Field Requested Improvements
SECTION 3: Outline Description of Suggested Improvements
Improvement No. 1: Multi-Use Trim Track
Being approximately 1.5m wide, this fine gravel path would
circumnavigate the field staying just within the confines of the
existing grass area - except near to the village hall where gravel
would not be required. A complete circuit of the track (including the
distance round by the hall) would be 400m, which is the standard
athletic track length.
The trim track could be used for different purposes by all ages and abilities – for example,
walking, jogging, cycle riding by young children, motorized scooters by those with a disability.
The track would link all the requested facilities on the field, making them accessible to
everyone.
It is suggested that a gravel surface would look better in this setting than tarmac - and may be
cheaper - although it would require maintenance from time to time. A gravel surface could be
rerouted relatively easily and cheaply if necessary.

Improvement No. 2: Re-size the Football Pitch
This is not so much an improvement, as a change to accommodate the other improvements.
The field is currently marked out as a ‘not quite full sized’ football pitch, but the Frome youth
team that often hire the pitch say that a smaller pitch would be suitable.
Using the FA Guide document to Pitch & Goal Post Sizes, the field could accommodate an
82m x 50m pitch, which is the maximum size recommended for Youth U13/14, 11-a-side, or
an adult pitch for 9-a-side. A 50m x 35m, 5/6-a-side pitch easily fits on the field.
The size of the current goals may need to be reduced slightly for the reduced larger pitch.
Suitable portable goals are already available for any 5/6-a-side matches.
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Improvement No. 3: A Caged, Open-ended Marked out Multi-sport hard surfaced Area
This type of facility (approx. 35m x 25m), aimed mainly, but not exclusively, at youths and
young children, is very common in many play areas these days.
Many different sporting activities could be played in this facility, both by individuals and small
groups/teams.
The photos below, taken at Frome Victoria Park, give an impression of the sort of facility that
meets with villager’s suggestions. There would be an offset opening at one end to allow
access without the need for a locked gate.

Should the facility outlined above be considered to be too expensive, a smaller, cheaper
version, similar to that provided at Corsley playing field could be considered. See below.
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For comparison purposes, the photos below show the current hard-surface sporting facility
available to the youth of the parish.

Improvement No. 4: Refurbished Cricket Pavilion
A refurbished pavilion could provide a home for the Chapmanslade Chaps group (other
groups are available) and a much-needed toilet for field users - especially when the hall is not
open or when there is a private booking.
The structure of the pavilion looks to be sound and Chapmanslade Chaps have expressed a
willingness to ‘do something’ with this facility. At present, the pavilion is used as additional
storage space for chairs and props used in the Village Hall.
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Improvement No. 5: Updated Equipment in the Children’s Play Area
The current well used, mainly wood built, facility is either wearing out or has worn out, having
last been updated about 15 years ago.
It is suggested that the equipment in the play area could be refurbished and updated - rather
than completely replaced.

Improvement No. 6: Outside Gym Equipment
These days, some type outside gym equipment can be found in many green spaces and
parks.
Perhaps a few pieces of equipment could be situated along the route of the proposed Trim
Track or on hard surface as indicated on the map shown in Section 2.
Examples shown below are a bicycle and a sit-up bench.
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Improvement No. 7: Park Benches
The provision of seating around the playing field is an oftenmentioned suggestion. Indeed, older members of the village
remember a time when seating was provided as shown in the photo.
Many types of park seating are available, but as recommended by
Warminster park maintenance staff, considerations such as
vandalism, theft and maintenance need to be taken into account.

As an example of a maintenance free park seat, this
Plaswood seat is very similar to the 25+ seats situated
around the lake in Warminster Town Park.
It is manufactured from recycled material, is graffiti resistant
and will never rot. Other benefits of this material is that it
doesn’t require staining or painting, is low maintenance and
will not fade or discolour. The seats in Warminster Town
Park are fixed to concrete blocks to prevent removal / theft.
The product shown is available from bin_shop.co.uk, code: BS-EA-MSEAT at a current price
of £305.99 Inc. VAT plus delivery of £18.95 + VAT.
Individuals, local businesses, and village groups (e.g. the History Group) may wish to sponsor
a seat in order to offset the purchase cost. Chapmanslade Chaps may wish to take on the job
of fixing them in position.
An alternative suggestion is that some villagers may wish to make ‘homemade’ benches. In
which case, in addition to considerations such vandalism, theft and maintenance, there would
be a need to assess health & safety and insurance criteria.
Improvement No. 8: Cycle Stands / Racks
Wouldn’t it be good if villagers cycled to the playing field instead using their cars. In which
case cycle stands need to be provided to secure the cycles - especially as cycles can be very
expensive these days.
The example shown below is a solid wall mounted bicycle stand priced at about £20.

The map in Section 2 shows cycle stands fixed to the non car park side of the Village Hall so
as to be visible from nearly everywhere on the playing field.
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