
Minutes of the Chapmanslade Parish Council held on Thursday 10th December  2020 at 7.30 pm.  
This was a virtual meeting in accordance with guidance in relation to Covid-19 regulations. The 
meeting was advertised as normal and public invited to join the meeting and raise questions in 
advance of the meeting as per the Agenda. 
 
Minute 3002 Welcome John Lewis as Acting Chair welcomed everyone to the virtual meeting of 
the council 
Minute 3003 Present Phil Holihead, John Lewis, Acting Chair, Charles Thackway, Colin Bell, Tim 
Humphreys, Adam Oakley and Minnie House, Clerk 
Minute 3004 Apologies  
Apologies were received from Francis Morland and extension requested for leave of absence as 
due to lack of remote access since April 2020 he has not been able to attend.  
Minute 3005 Public 1 member of the public attended the meeting.  
 
Opportunity for the public to speak 
Minute 3006 TH spoke in the open meeting regarding the plans for the development of the Trim 
track around the playing field, the present funds and financial position of the Village Hall and 
Playing Field Memorial committee, and a grant of £4000 which requires match funding now 
available to the committee. He discussed the setting up of a sub-group to manage this project and 
the discussions with other villages who have put in place similar projects 
Minute 3007  
He stated that when the Parish Council first gave consideration to financially supporting the yearly 
on going upkeep costs of the Village Hall, there were very little funds available to the committee 
and these costs were in the region of £4000. The running costs have now moved to around £6000.  
Minute 3008 
He emphasized the importance of the Village Hall and Playing field to the community and the aim 
for getting more people involved  
Minute 3009  
However. he requested, that in the light of the Village Hall Funds having increased over time, 
consideration be given to the PC removing the donation towards running costs for now and into 
the future and making a donation of £2500 towards the development of the Trim Track for this 
present year 
Minute 3010 
Councillors had received background information from the Chair of the committee, Frank Lake 
prior to the meeting and discussed items further by questioning TH on the following: 

• Other proposed projects for development for enhancement of the facility- including the 
development of the Cricket Pavilion 

• The need to address the internal damp patches identified within the Hall building 
particularly the chair store. 

• Inclusion of Gym Equipment within the trim track and the need/aim for cross 
generalization use. 

• Estimated costs of trim track and Gym equipment and possible positioning/layout of gym 
equipment. 

• Grant funding received to cover the losses incurred due to closure whilst Covid restrictions 
in place 
 

The Chair noted that this request would be considered within the stated item on the Agenda 
 
 



Minute 3011 
Bill Parks introduced himself as a Member of the public introduced himself to the council. He 
stated that he was no longer employed by Wiltshire Council, having recently retired and that he 
was hoping to stand as a Wiltshire councillor, in the May 2021 elections and was interested in 
finding out what the needs of the Parishes within the area  
were. 
Minute 3012 With no further questions from the public the meeting moved into the closed 
session 
 
Minute 3013 Declarations of Interest 
TH and AO declared their interest as members of the Village Hall Committee. AO declared an 
interest in the Solar Farm item as being related to the owner of land bordering the proposed site 
Minute 3014 Minutes The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated were taken as read 
and approved 
 
Matters Arising not on the Agenda  
Minute 3015 TH agreed to write the report of the meeting for the Bridge magazine 
Minute 3016 Report from planned meeting 
Feedback from meeting with Andrew Murrison.  17th November 2020 
Minute 3017 JL reported that this had been an excellent meeting with good attendance by 
members of the council 
Minute 3018 Point 1 
Point 1. The need for the weight limit throughout the village to be reduced to 7.5 tonnes as 
previously planned and agreed. This had been discussed and it was felt that AM’s response had 
been more sympathetic than responses given by others in the past. AM had agreed to write 
supporting the councils request that the restriction order should be carried forward without the 
need to wait on further developments within the county and sits on its own merit.  
Minute 3019 Point 2 
Point 2. Re-Surfacing of the A3098 particularly from Barters farm to and including Dead Maids for 
safety reasons. 
He supported the need for this to be completed  
Minute 3020 Point 3 
Point 3.Wiltshire Council – difficulties with administrative matters 
He understood the council’s concerns but did not feel he could impact on this. 
Minute 3021 Point 4 
Point 4.   New planning legislation. He felt that with the number of new housing plans already in 
place within the village that the parish had clearly met more than its obligation of new housing 
within the village 
Minute 3022 Point 5 
Point 5 Parish Plan emphasis of its existence and progress to date  
The Parish Plan and the associated groups and work as shard. The consideration of a 
Neighbourhood Plan was discussed, and AM raised doubt on its present influence continuing into 
the future 
Minute 3023  
The members present raised awareness of the work of the volunteers within the Covid support 
group and AM agreed to write to them, thanking them for all their efforts in providing on-going 
support.  
 
 



Minute 3024 
It was agreed that JL would contact AC further to follow through on whether action has been 
taken on requested letter.  
 
Minute 3025 resurfacing and potholes Feedback from CT and PH re pot hole filling on A3098 and  
update on resurfacing proposals. 

Minute 3026 
PH reported that he had contacted MR( CATG ) and DW(Wiltshire Highways) regarding the 
possible resurfacing future plan and the urgent need on safety grounds for the stretch from 
Barters Farm to the bridge at Dead Maids to be completed 
Minute 3027 
A response had not yet been received from DW. 
CT reported that he had contacted the Parish Steward who had been reluctant to fill large and 
numerous potholes on this particular stretch. CT suggested that if specific major potholes were 
raised with him he would try and negotiate them being filled 
Minute 3028 
It was noted that Huntehull Lane was due to be closed for resurfacing on 14th January. 
PH noted that Sustran had taken A3098 through the village off their cycle route due to the poor 
condition of the road.  
Minute 3029 
The Clerk explained the confusion and reasons regarding the road closure on the slip road off the 
A3098 and past Thoulstone Farm 
 
Finance  
Minute 3030 
Consideration of the 21/22 budget and precept was made following consideration of the 
documents presented prior to the meeting.  It was agreed to consider the precept request 
following the agenda item on Village voice and review of Parish Plan 
Minute 3031 The following Finance payments were discussed: 
Donation towards the Village Hall. CT proposed £2500 be paid to the Village Hall as per the 
request made towards the Trim track. Following further discussion on the present budget and 
further budget proposals this amount was agreed by all present 
Minute 3032 
Church Grass cutting This item was discussed with the focus being given to increasing the donation 
to nearer to £1000. It was agreed that this could be held over to the next meeting when actual costs 
of the grass cutting at St Philip and St James could hopefully be made available. ( MH to contact Ian 
Buick.) 
 
Planning 
Minute 3033 Application Ref: 20/09172/LBC. 86 High Street 
Alterations to rear existing conservatory, removal of carport and replacement joinery to front 
elevation 

Minute 3034 
Discussion around the impact of the proposed alterations  
on the neighbouring property were discussed as well as the visibility span from the entrance to 
A3098 
Minute 3035 It was unanimously agreed that there were no objections to the Listed Building 
Consent (LBC) application 
 



Minute 3036 Solar farm consultation. It was noted that this was taking place.  
 
Village Voice /Parish Plan 
Minute 3037 
Village Voice and Parish Plan update. ( Papers received prior to the meeting.) 
AO spoke on this item. It was noted that the Steering group had met following the last Parish 
Council meeting and that it was important to note that the Parish Council still effectively leads on 
this 
Minute 3038 
JL confirmed that the Parish Council supports the work carried out by the Steering Group. It was 
recognised that the Parish Plan needs revisiting to be refreshed and it needed to be noted that 
the Parish Council had been given a warning of the continuing effectiveness or not of a 
Neighbourhood plan.  

Minute 3039 
He noted that the Clerk had provided links, documents and information regarding the forming of a 
Neighbourhood plan, which had been passed to the Steering group. 

PH commented on the need for someone to steer the groups moving forward.  
Minute 3040 
Discussion  took place on the need for the Traffic issues to return back to the Parish Council rather 
than a traffic group.  

Minute 3041 
Following further debate AO stated that he would refresh the Plan with updates and put together 
a simple chart of groups which are in place 

Minute 3042 
It was agreed that a Steering Group should continue to oversee the processes, including looking 
further into a Neighbourhood Plan and that the process of reporting back to the Parish Council 
should continue. 
 
Minute 3043 Precept 
It was proposed that the precept request be made for £5850 an additional £150 on last year and 
1.92% increase on previous year. This was agreed.  
 
Minute 3044  
AO stated that he would like to take on the responsibility for footpaths as a PC member. This was 
agreed 
Minute 3045 The meeting closed at 9.25 pm with the Chair thanking all in attendance and wishing 
all a Happy Christmas 
Minute 3046 The date of the next meeting is planned for 14th January 2020. 
 
 
 
If members of the public wish to attend the next meeting please contact the clerk in advance of the 
meeting by E mail on  chapmansladepc@yahoo.co.uk  by 6p.m. on Monday 11th January 2021 

mailto:chapmansladepc@yahoo.co.uk

