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An article by Terry Rose, Chapmanslade History Group 
 
In June 2020 I received an email from Jan Kennewell who lives with her family in 
Victoria, Australia, asking whether the History Group could provide any information 
about her great aunt, Miss Phyllis Stephens, who she knew had been Head Teacher 
at Chapmanslade School from 1944 to 1958. She knew this not only through her 
family, but also because she had inherited a much loved, and still working clock with 
a plaque, which had been presented to Miss Stephens by her friends in 
Chapmanslade when she left the school, aged 60. 
 
Jan has inherited photos and memorabilia from Miss Stephens’ life in and around the 
Frome area. She wonders whether, although many things will have changed since 
she was Head Teacher, perhaps she would still know much of the school very well 
and feel comfortably familiar and at home! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“This beautiful clock still works, and I love it.”  Jan Kennewell 
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Miss Stephens was born in Frome on 30 July 1898, which means she came to teach 
in Chapmanslade at the age of 45; Jan thinks having previously taught in South Hill 
and Pewsey during the 1920s, and Taunton in the 1930s. She passed away 8th 
December 1971, aged 73, and was cremated at Canford Cemetery, Bristol. See 
further detailed family information supplied by Jan on page 6 of this article. 
 
Jan says she remembers Phyl very well (Jan refers to her as Phyl, but to 
Chapmanslade folks she was only ever known as Miss Stephens), and spent a lot of 
time with her and her sister Kit when they lived over the road from her grandparent’s 
house in Sea Mills, Bristol. 
 
Prior to contacting me, Jan had communicated with the present Head Teacher, Mrs 
Chapman, who mentioned our book, A History of Chapmanslade published in 2019, 
which has a section about the school. Unfortunately, no official records can be found 
for the time that Miss Stephens was at the school.  
 
Over a series of emails, Jan sent us some photos, including the one of the clock 
above, and one of her grandparents, Winifred (nee Biggs) and Arthur’s wedding 
(below) with Phyllis, aged 22, in the front row, 2nd from the left. This photo was taken 
in the back yard of Jan’s grandfather’s family home at 110 Marston Road, The Butts, 
Frome, on 16th June 1921. 
 
So Jan’s grandmother’s surname was Biggs. Research is needed to ascertain 
whether Winifred and her two brothers, Frederick and Henry, shown in the back row 
of the photo were from the Biggs family who at that time lived in Chapmanslade in 
the east end of Huntley House, situated at the junction of the High Street and 
Huntenhull Lane. The Henry Biggs who lived in Chapmanslade was a tailor, and 
Alice, his wife, known as Polly, was a grocer (perhaps Polly is standing to the left of 
Henry in the photo?). Together they owned the ‘Bottom Shop’ in the centre of Huntley 
House. See photos of Huntley House on page 45 of A History of Chapmanslade. 

 
Jan’s Grandparents wedding photo taken in Frome, 16 June 1921  
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Jan also sent us another photo. Jan says, “This lovely photo shows Phyl as a 
confident young lady walking with a gentleman in a stripped blazer and possibly a girl 
student wearing a dark blazer with light trim. Phyl is carrying her bag and a tube, and 
naturally has a cigarette in her lips! The names J.G. Hoyal (?) and P. Daffell are on 
the back.” 
 
 

Phyllis in her mid 30’s, possibly taken at Taunton School, sometime between 1930 and 1934.  
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So what additional information could the History Group provide for Jan? 

The History Group have an old school photo, dated 1952 (not 1954 as marked on the 
photo – we think), shown on page 69 of A History of Chapmanslade, with Miss 
Stephens in the back row. 
 

 
Back row Left; Miss Stephens, Head. Back row Right: Miss Barbara Merritt. There were two 

classes in the school; Miss Stephens taught the older class and Miss Merritt taught the 
younger class. 

 
A point of interest is that at the time this photo was taken, women teachers had to be 
unmarried. If they did marry they could no longer teach. A case of having to chose a 

teaching career or a family life. 
 
 
To go with this photo we collected first-hand memories of Miss Stephens from four of 
the many children she taught. 
 

First-hand memories paint a picture of a rather strict but kindly Head Teacher, who 
helped promising pupils pass their 11 plus exams to gain entrance to local grammar 

schools, thereby enhancing the reputation of the school. 
 
We also told Jan that Miss Stephens had actually lived in the village, from 1955 to 
1958, in a, then, small cottage along the High Street named Lynrock, just a short 
distance from the school. Jan did not know this. Over the years the cottage has been 
extended into a large house, but it is still possible to make out the original delightful 
cottage from the present day photo. Miss Stephens moved to Frome when she 
retired. 
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Lynrock cottage – where Miss Stephens lived when teaching at the school 

 
First Hand Memories of Miss Stephens 
There are quite a number of people still living in the village and the Frome area who 
have memories of Miss Stephens. Four people recount their memories for this article. 
 
Minnie House (nee Hornsby), current chair of Chapmanslade School governors and 
a Head Teacher herself for many years, remembers Miss Stephens being very strict. 
The children were all a little afraid of her, although she had a kindly manner, reading 
a story to the whole school at the end of each day sat on a high chair. Minnie says 
this gave her a love of reading. When Minnie was in the ‘older’ class she was given 
the job of collecting Miss Stephens’ cigarettes from the village shop. After Minnie left 
Chapmanslade School to go to grammar school in Bath, she would often visit Miss 
Stephens’ home in Frome whilst waiting for the bus back to Chapmanslade. 
 
Dennis Barnard remembers Miss Stephens living in the village along the High Street 
at what is now Number 103, when it was a small cottage. When making deliveries 
from his father’s shop, he very often used to take 200 Craven A cigarettes to her. 
Dennis says, “For many years she worked with Barbara Merritt, who taught the 
younger of the two classes. A quiet, gentle lady – strict - but I remember the smoke 
wafting up into my face as she looked at my work. How times change. I passed the 
11 plus at 10, which took me to Frome Grammar School.” 
 
Brian Macken remembers his sister knowing that Miss Stephens liked pansies, so 
she would often take her some of the flowers from her garden. Brian remembers the 
name of her house at that time was Lynrock. 
  
Rita Anderson (nee Barton) says, “I remember Miss Stephens being very strict. The 
year I took the 11 plus she got four of us through to Frome Grammar School; Tony 
Mead, Michael Collier, Nicolas Lawrence and myself. Not bad for one person 
teaching 7-11 year olds in one room at the same time. 
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In Conclusion 
As evidenced by the words of her friends on the plaque of her leaving present, and 
by the lasting memories of the children she taught, Miss Stephens, Phyllis, clearly left 
a significant and beneficial legacy in the community - helping to shape the future 
careers and lives of many Chapmanslade children. 
 
 
Many thanks to all those who have contributed to this article. Please let me know of 
any errors or if you have information to contribute to an updated version. 
 
Terry Rose, Chapmanslade History Group 
terencerose@btinternet.com 
 
A History of Chapmanslade can be purchased locally or online. View the History 
Group page on the village website at: http://chapmanslade.org.uk. 
 
 

 

 

Further Information Supplied by Jan Kennewell 

Phyllis Stephens born Frome 30/07/1898, baptised 13/09/1913 at Christchurch, Frome died 
08/12/1971 Southmead hospital, cremated Canford Cemetery Bristol shrubbery 13. 
Mother: Mary Jane Stephens nee Bell born Glos. 1866; died 13/03/1946 at 110 Marston 
Road, The Butts, Frome. Mary Jane married Edward Stephens Thursday 28 April 1892. 
Edward Stephens born/baptised Frome 17/05/1865 Frome; died 26/08/1926 buried Vallis 
Road Cemetery, Frome grave 24 section P. 
 
Phyl had one brother, Arthur, (born Frome 03/04/1893; died 18/02/1978 and a sister 
Katherine known as Kit, born Frome 26/08/1896; died 31/01/1976. 
 
Edward Stephens prior to his marriage to Mary Jane Bell lived with his parents 
Samuel Stephens, a mason, born 1829 and Esther Stephens nee Rodaway (who lived at 
North Hill Cottage) born 1832.  They had 7 children, and the family home was at 20 The Mint, 
Frome. Esther married 18/05/1861 St John the Baptist, Frome and Samuel was a widower. 
 
Phyl also taught at Taunton School. I have several photos with dates of August 1930 and 
1934. One photo shows Phyl walking with a gentleman in a stripped blazer and a possible 
student, a girl wearing a dark blazer with light trim. Phyl is carrying her bag and a tube, and 
naturally has a cigarette in her lips! The names JG Hoyal (?) and P Daffell are on the back. 
I also have photos of Pewsey School, no date although in the album all the other pictures on 
the same page are 1922.  There are also quite a few photos taken at South Hill and what 
looks like a class of children.  The picture says South Hill 1923, and says ‘Seniors’, and then 
lists the names of those in the picture. 
  
Arthur Stephens was my granddad. The Biggs family are on my grandma’s side ... her father 
was William Frederick Biggs, her mother Jane Biggs nee Rossiter. Jane was from Leigh upon 
Mendip. Some time after their marriage they moved to The Hurds Frome, and 19 Horton 
Street Frome, where Jane died 22/04/1905. 
  
I have a will from Daniel Watts on my Grandmas side, who lived in 1861 at the Rookery (now 
in Halecombe quarry). The Rookery is still standing, Daniel and his mother lived there and 
Daniel owned a lot of land, farms and had many tenants.  He left some to Emma Rossiter 
(Jane Biggs nee Rossiter sister) who was the daughter of his (Daniel Watts) sister Mary Watts 
West. 


