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Joyce and Phil Jefferson at their home in Chapmanslade 
 
Frome bookshop Hunting Raven has a 
history of supporting local authors. It 
also likes to promote books about the 
local area. So putting two recently 
published books by local couple Joyce 
and Phil Jefferson on their shelves 
was right up their street – or perhaps 
we should say ‘Cheap Street’ - which 
is where Hunting Raven can be found. 
 
But don’t be confused, Joyce and Phil 
don’t write together, albeit their joint 
interest in local history means they 
often support each other during long 
hours of research in local museums, 
libraries and archives as well as during 
field trips around the Frome area. 
 
Joyce and Phil lived for many years in 
Frome when Phil was a Local 
Authority Education Officer and Joyce 
was a teacher. 
 
Whilst retaining strong ties with Frome, 
especially with Frome History Society, 
over the past 20 years Joyce and Phil 
have resided just over the county 
border in Chapmanslade where they 
immersed themselves in village life. 
 

When she retired, Joyce decided to 
study for an MA in Local History at 
Bristol University and embark on a 
second career studying and writing 
about parishes in the Mendips before 
starting the Chapmanslade History 
Group in 2012. Under Joyce’s 
leadership, the group has produced A 
History of Chapmanslade, launched 
in October 2019, chronicling the 
history of the village and its people 
through the ages.  
 
For many years Phil has been a 
Chapmanslade Parish Councillor as 
well as a stalwart of the local church, 
which led him to join forces with 
Corsley author Fiona Carruthers to 
produce the book ‘Lest We Forget – 
A Story of Corsley and 
Chapmanslade in World War 1’. 
 
Tina Gaisford-Waller, manager of 
Hunting Raven Books, says, “Both 
these books are meticulously 
researched and so well written that 
readers are drawn into local life. 
Although the subject matter of both 
books differ, they compliment each 
other so well.” 
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A History of Chapmanslade   By Chapmanslade History Group, Edited by Joyce Jefferson 
 

 
This brand new local history book tells the story of the vibrant village of 
Chapmanslade through the ages, from prehistory right up to near present day.  The 
book has over 120 photos, many of which have not previously been published, plus 
numerous outline maps produced especially for the book by group members. 
 
Joyce says “Chapmanslade has been a complicated parish to research, as it was 
only created as a parish in its own right in 1934. The new parish was created from 
parts of Dilton Marsh, Corsley and Upton Scudamore, so the group needed to look at 
the history of all three parishes before the history of Chapmanslade could be 
understood, but on the other hand villagers were happy to share their treasured 
family photos, stories and local knowledge.” 
 
Lest We Forget   By Phil Jefferson and Fiona Carruthers 
 

‘Less We Forget’ paints a picture of life in the 
neighbouring villages of Corsley and 
Chapmanslade during WW1 and pays tribute 
to the local men who gave their lives. 
Selected extracts from the Warminster and 
Westbury Journal published during the war 
years, show how local newspapers not only 
chronicled everyday events, but in the 
absence of radio and television, let alone the 
internet, provided essential news of what 
was going on nationally and across the 
world. The Personal Histories section gives 
biographical details of those who lost their 
lives, supported by memories and 
information from family members.
 


