
On behalf of the Chapmanslade community may I welcome you to this short 
presentation about our village. 
  
If you look up our village website you will see that we describe ourselves by saying, 
“Chapmanslade is a vibrant and friendly Wiltshire village populated with some 675 
happy souls.” I can’t think of a better introduction to this brief presentation. We are a 
thriving and active parish with a strong community spirit and a friendly and positive 
outlook. 
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Let’s begin with a little History 
We can trace back the name of our village for a long time. The earliest reference to 
the name Chapmanslade dates back to the year 1245. But the Romans were not far 
away from here and some of our village field names suggest that our roots extend as 
far back as prehistoric times. 
 
So where does the name Chapmanslade come from? No-one can say with any 
certainty. A ‘chapman’ is a pedlar, a travelling salesman. A ‘slade’ is a field, a piece 
of land. Perhaps pedlars trudging up the hill from Frome had a well-earned rest once 
they reached the flat land at the top where the village now is. That sounds fanciful, so 
perhaps all we can do is keep on guessing! 



Location, Location, Location 
Chapmanslade is located in West Wiltshire on the border with Somerset, sitting in 
wonderful countryside between the market towns of Westbury and Frome, some 3 
miles from Warminster and the lions on the Longleat estate, and 13 miles equidistant 
from the beautiful Roman/Georgian City of Bath to the north and the historic City of 
Salisbury to the south. So we are right in the middle of West Country history, culture 
and tourism. 
 
As you can see from the photograph, our landscape is dominated to the south by 
Cley Hill, which is managed by the National Trust. Beyond is Salisbury Plain and 
Stonehenge. 
 



Wonderful Views 
Sitting at the top of a hill – some in Frome call us “the folks on the hill” – affords us 
wonderful views whichever way we turn. 
 
Here you can see a view towards Corsley – our sister village – showing St Margaret 
of Antioch Church and Corsley Manor. 
 
 



Fabulous Footpaths 
Another feature of our location is the forty or so footpaths which crisscross the parish. 
Great for walkers, joggers, and dogs alike. 
 
And I should not forget to mention the bridle paths for our horse owners. 



A bit more History 
Chapmanslade sits both sides along our mile long High Street on the A3098. For a 
thousand years, from Anglo-Saxon times until the 19th century, the road marked the 
boundary between the old administrative areas, which were called Hundreds, of 
Westbury and Warminster. 
The existence of this ancient boundary along our High Street suggests that for many 
hundreds of years, perhaps even longer, our High Street was a well-used highway. It 
was, in fact, only in 1934 that we became a parish in our own right. I mention these 
points because we have always had the choice of our preferred town – for doctors’ 
surgeries, for shopping, for secondary schools. We are certainly an outward looking 
community. 



Lots of Historic Buildings 
Our long history has left us with a legacy of many historic buildings. In the parish we 
can boast of 22 listed buildings – not including the two milestones on the nearby A36, 
which are also listed. 
 
Of course, not all our houses are old. As you travel along the high street and down 
the lanes, you will see a good mix of old, not so old (turn of the 20th century), and 
newly built. 
 
Chapmanslade is a popular place to live so house prices are generally buoyant and 
houses normally change hands quite quickly. 



Our Economy 
Our economy is traditionally based on agriculture and horticulture - horticulture 
because of the fertile and easily worked greensand soils - and is still dependent to a 
reasonable extent on these. 
 
In the past the woollen industry and industries linked to farming and glove making 
were all important but they have long gone. We have a small industrial estate at 
Green Farm but most of our residents work in nearby towns, or further afield and, 
increasingly these days, from home – especially as we enjoy a choice of high-speed 
internet providers. 



Our Community 
A pub, a church, a school, a shop, a village hall, a playing field, a children’s 
playground, clubs and societies, and local businesses, are all normally used as 
indicators of a healthy village community. We can manage all of these, except the 
shop – perhaps because there are numerous large and small supermarkets and 
excellent farm shops selling local produce within a short drive. 
 
Our pub is a successful and thriving business, all too often a rarity these days. It is at 
the heart of the village – both physically and community-wise – hosting local coffee 
mornings and groups/societies free of charge. Thanks Ben. The food is great too. 



Our Church 
Our church, dating back to 1867, is part of a benefice extending to Horningsham and 
right up the Deverill Valley and has good attendances and a strong presence in the 
community. 
We run a church and community coffee morning in the pub on the third Thursday 
each month from 10am to 12am, which attracts up to about thirty people, giving those 
who normally don’t have much social contact, and those who are new to the village, a 
chance to meet friends old and new. The coffee mornings are well supported by our 
clergy and the community police. 
We work hard to meet the needs of our young people and organise several Messy 
Church sessions each year. 
 



Our Schools 
Our primary school is successful and very popular, with about two thirds of its pupils 
coming from surrounding towns and villages. It is a warm and friendly village school 
which as a Church of England VA School maintains close links with the community 
and St Philip and St James’ church. 
 
Very conveniently, on the same site sits Busy Bees pre-school. Busy Bees is a 
committee run, non-profit making charity, registered to take 20 children each day. 



Our Village Hall – no shortage of fun here! 
The Village Hall, which can accommodate up to 185 people, is located at the West 
end of the village on the Memorial Playing field, donated to the village after the First 
World War. The Hall itself was built in 1972 replacing what was affectionally known 
as ‘The Old Hut’. 
 
The Hall is managed and maintained by volunteers from the village. 
 
The Memorial field is home to many activities including a football pitch, a boules pitch 
and a children's playground. 



Delivered by hand to all residents of Chapmanslade and Corsley, The Bridge 
monthly magazine plays a vital role in the community. 
 
Why is it called The Bridge? Well, the border of our two villages is marked by Divers 
Bridge. 

Our Local Magazine 



The James Dredge Planter 
A good indicator of our strong community spirit was a ceremony that took place 27 
June 2016, when our area bishop, Bishop Ed, dedicated a flower planter designed by 
pupils from the school, and made by village residents using original parts of recently 
refurbished Victoria Bridge constructed in Bath nearly 200 years ago by one of our 
famous village residents, James Dredge. The story was uncovered and researched 
by our local History Group. 
 
You can find the planter on the track between the church and the school together 
with an info board. The photo shows school pupils, Bishop Ed, and Nigel Bridewell, a 
life-long Chapmanslade resident and James Dredge descendant. 



Traffic Problems 
It can’t all be a bunch of roses in Chapmanslade I hear you say – although we do 
have plenty of roses (and many other plants) grown in the village at Barters Farm 
Nursery and Plant Centre. 
 
Along with many other villages these days, we do suffer from traffic problems – 
primarily cars exceeding the 30 mph limit. In this photo you can see two of our many 
dedicated SpeedWatch volunteers who turn-out in all weathers in an attempt to 
‘educate’ drivers that flaunting the safe driving limit is both dangerous and anti-social. 
Our ‘SpeedWatchers’ appreciate the support they receive from our local PCSOs – a 
great deterrent in its own right. 
 
 



Our Parish Council 
In this photo it’s yours truly seated, when Chair of the Parish Council. The Parish 
Council (PC) typically meets once a month to discuss and make decisions about 
important issues which affect everyone in our village. All PC meetings are open to the 
public and are usually well attended. 
 
Meetings start by asking if anyone has an issue that they wish to bring to the notice 
of the PC – giving a chance for everyone to have their say. Whilst by necessity there 
has to be some formality, the PC try to keep this to a minimum as it is felt that it helps 
to encourage open discussion and involvement. 



Thanks for watching this presentation 
It’s been a pleasure to introduce you to our village which we cherish and are proud 
and protective of. Without doubt, Chapmanslade is a great place to live. So why not 
come and see us sometime – you’ll be warmly welcomed. 
 
I’ll leave you with a few more images of our village. 
 
Phil Jefferson 



The Annual Cricket Match 
between Corsley and Chapmanslade. In recent years Corsley always win – but that 
was not always the case. 



Military Aircraft Overhead 
We often see birds of prey circling overhead on the thermals created by our location, 
but this particularly large ‘bird of prey’, a little lower than usual, was seen flying over 
the high street. 



Adam’s Pig 
Some of our residents are lucky enough to have a smallholding. 



A well known landmark. 

The Old Water Tower 



Another landmark. 

The Old Phone Box 



Bluebells in Blackdog Wood 
A favourite walk for locals – at a favourite time of the year for many of us. 



Welding the James Dredge Planter 
Multitalented resident – business consultant and welder. 



Thatched Cottage in Bloom 
Chapmanslade is not just the High Street. We have numerous minor roads and 
hidden lanes – one of which is captured in this image. 



THE END 


