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Chapmanslade History Group, 14 February, 2020 

These last few months have been particularly 
busy for the Chapmanslade History Group, which 
until very recently has been led by Joyce 
Jefferson. Since 2013, Joyce had been the 
inspiration and fountain of historical knowledge 
behind all the hard work that the group put into 
publishing a brand new book, ‘A History of 
Chapmanslade’, which was launched at the 
Three Horseshoes over the weekend of 18-19 
October 2019. Since then, over 320 copies have 
been sold. Thanks to everyone who has bought 
the book and supported the group. 
 
This brand new local history book tells the story 
of Chapmanslade through the ages, from 
prehistory up to near present day. It has over 
100 pages and 120 photos. Group member 
David Gafney produced numerous maps 
especially for the book. The photo, taken at the 
book launch, shows Ben Leveque, General Manager at the Three Horseshoes with 
Joyce Jefferson. 
 
Chapmanslade has been a complicated parish to research for the group, as it only 
became a parish in its own right in 1934, having been created from parts of Dilton 
Marsh, Corsley and Upton Scudamore. The group needed to look at the history of all 
three parishes before the history of Chapmanslade could be understood. On the 
other hand villagers have been extremely generous in sharing their treasured family 
photos, stories and local knowledge. 

 
On the 14th January, 22 people 
attended the group’s annual lunch 
– of course at the Three 
Horseshoes. This was Joyce’s 
official Leaving-Do, following her 
and husband Phil’s move to 
Tetbury. Joyce was presented with 
several ‘thank you’ gifts and 
Dennis Barnard said a few words 
of farewell. 
 
The group have continued 
unabated into 2020 having 
decided to research various 

properties in the village using original deeds where possible, then potentially try to 
use that information together with other material to help produce a historical guide 
when walking through Chapmanslade. So if you have any deeds or information about 
your house that you would like to share, the History Group would love to hear from 
you. 
 
Contact the History Group by emailing Linda at lindarose105@btinternet.com. 
 
You can buy copies of ‘A History of Chapmanslade’ for £10 at The Three 
Horseshoes or at Coates & Parker, Warminster and Hunting Raven Books in Frome. 
Profits will go to village funds. 


