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On Christmas Eve, a box of biscuits mysteriously appeared on the doorsteps of every 
household in Chapmanslade. Was it Santa? No, Santa was busy elsewhere. It was the 
work of the Chapmanslade COVID Action Group (COV-AG)! Also, Christmas bows were 
made and displayed along the High Street, and Xmas themed competitions held - with the 
Brill family winning the Best Star and the Pullin family the Best Window Decoration. There 
was even a hugely enjoyable online Christmas sing along hosted by our own Lou Knight. 
 

      
       Volunteer Elf         Best Star          Best Window Decoration 
 
But COV-AG is not just for Christmas. Since the beginning of the first lockdown last year, a 
dedicated band of volunteers have been caring for everyone in the village. No fewer than 
50 out of the population of 600, signed up to offer help. Shopping was done, prescriptions 
collected, takeaway meals from the Cross Keys Pub were collected and delivered. A Food 
Box scheme was set up and is still operating, funded by a public appeal and added to by 
government gift aid, made possible because it is administered through the church charity. 
 
Other Special Occasions have been Recognised 
COV-AG, supported by the Village Initiative Fund, has provided another key element of 
support to everyone. In the early days of the pandemic it was recognised that everyone’s 
mental health must be protected so special occasions other than Christmas have also 
been recognised. 
 - Easter Flowers for every household and Easter Eggs for young people. 
 - VE Day was celebrated with socially distanced street parties 
 - Halloween was preserved with a competition 
Throughout this period, two volunteer contributors, (Prof) Nigel Brown and Melanie 
Holihead, have worked tirelessly every day, posting vital pandemic advice and hilarious 
(sometimes risky!) jokes on the village community Facebook page under the heading of 
Cheery Chickenchasers. Every time they tried to stop, public pressure made them 
continue! 
 
A Special Delivery to Chapmanslade Teachers 
COV-AG decided that it was important to say a special thank you to all our incredible 
teachers and staff that have continued to provide childcare for the families of critical 
workers and education resources for off-site students. So on 22nd January, with the help of 
donations from generous members of our community and cupcakes kindly donated by The 
Secret Baker in Westbury, 27 care packages filled with cupcakes, hand cream, tissues, lip 
balm, biscuits, and a number of other treats were delivered to the village school and Busy 
Bees nursery, as well as to some homes in the village. The group received many 
messages of thanks from the recipients. 
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COV-AG coordinator Charlene Ridler commented, “We are so lucky to live in such a caring 
village. Everyone in the organising group, as well as all who have volunteered and 
contributed during the past year deserves a massive thank you. We are still operating and 
are as ready to help out as long as it takes. A new initiative is the CHURCH PORCH 
LARDER where donations of non-perishable food can be placed, and anyone who needs 
something extra can pick up essential food items. The BUDDY SCHEME is still looking 
after neighbours and relatives, especially those who don’t have access to the Internet. We 
just want everyone to know that they only have to pick up the phone or email us at covag-
help@cleyhillchurches.org, and we will do whatever is necessary to give support.” 
 
 
 

 


