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Planning Report – Chapmanslade Annual Meeting 2021 
 
In line with the Voice of the Village views that infill housing is the preferred development method 
for expanding our community the PC has in general taken as positive as possible approach towards 
uncontested planning applications within the village development area whilst being negative 
towards new applications outside the development area and within the Special Land Area (SLA). 
This is consistent with the approach of the Planning Authority and was reiterated in the PC’s 
response to the Spatial Planning Consultation submitted in March 2021. 
 
Our greatest planning challenge over the past few years has been the proposed development of 
the Barters Farm site which the PC initially opposed. In the face of a fait accompli from Wiltshire 
Council and the rejection of the PC’s objections, the PC accepted that development of the site was 
inevitable and thus sought to steer the developers towards the needs of our community. The 
result is that the planned houses will be smaller and more affordable to alleviate a problem 
highlighted by existing residents and those seeking to set up home in the village. Consequently, 
there will be more houses and the total of 43 sets Chapmanslade as having fulfilled the Wiltshire 
Council large villages quota for a number of years to come. The developers have worked through 
the PC to allay the concerns of residents around the perimeter, especially in Old Orchard and 
Wood Lane, but the PC remains concerned about the impact on residents in Cley Hill Gardens and 
particularly regarding the access to and from the A3098.  Building work is due to start in 2021 and 
the PC is in dialogue with the builders to produce and agree an updated Construction Method 
Management Plan to fulfil Condition 4 of the Planning Application, a document which outlines the 
interface between the builders and the existing community. 
 
Another large development is that at Thoulstone Farm which is a listed building. Again, the PC had 
objections to the initial application which were also rejected by the Planning Authority. The PC 
undertook to meet with the developer and get an outline of the vision for the site and undertook a 
site visit. It was immediately clear that sympathetic renovation work would be widely undertaken 
to the main house and outbuildings preserving them in line with the listed status whilst updating 
them for modern use. With broad acceptance for the work from the Wiltshire Council Planning 
and Listed Buildings teams the PC continues to scrutinise the numerous planning applications 
being generated but does so against a background of understanding and trusting the developer’s 
motivations. 
 
Whilst there was some small movement during the reporting period on the proposals for the 
Thoulstone Park development and in particular the community area, nothing tangible has been 
seen upon which the PC can report.  
 
Although not within the Chapmanslade Parish the PC sent a lengthy objection to the proposed 
incinerator for Westbury on the grounds of environmental concerns about airborne particulate 
fallout, and the carbon positive nature of the plan which is contrary to Wiltshire Council’s Climate 
Action Plan. Environmental considerations are increasingly part of the PC’s approach to planning 
applications, and it was a positive step to recognise that the Barters Farm development will be 
built as carbon neutral as possible. 
 
 



Traffic and pavements report to Annual Parish Meeting – 2021 
 
During the past 12 months Chapmanslade PC has engaged with Wiltshire Council, Wiltshire 
Highways and Wiltshire Police to seek to improve the ongoing issues posed by traffic in the village. 
These fall into three categories: 

o Road infrastructure 
o Weight limits 
o Speed 

Road Infrastructure:  After considerable lobbying by the PC for improvements, it has been agreed 
that a full resurfacing and repair programme for the High St will be implemented in 2021. As this is 
a Wiltshire Highways capital programme and details are yet to be confirmed a site meeting has 
been arranged with the senior Highways Engineer to discuss the scope and scheduling of the work, 
and to enhance the case for the inclusion of pavement repairs. Work is due to commence in 
October 2021, and it is envisaged that the stretch from Dead Maids to the Barters Farm entrance 
will be Phase 1. The site meeting is set for either June or July. A Road Improvement request for 
improved street lighting was submitted to the CATG in March 2021 for the stretch between Cley 
Hill Gardens and the Old Orchard entrance and is awaiting a site visit from the Highways Engineer. 
A further Road Improvement request is anticipated for potholes opposite the school, but this work 
may well be swept up in the overall resurfacing programme. Road Improvement requests can be 
raised by anyone and they are the only route to gaining access to official funds via the CATG. The 
PC remains open to receiving Road Improvement requests from village members and where 
appropriate supporting them at the CATG.  
 
Weight limits: After some joint work in 2019 with our neighbours in Corsley and Maiden Bradley, 
Chapmanslade PC decided to break away from the Wiltshire Council decision made over 10 years 
ago to defer the reduction of weight limits in all 3 villages and to seek a unilateral solution. The 
Chapmanslade case is not subject to any concerns from hauliers and based upon the finding of the 
official report from 2006 is the simplest and cheapest option to change. On this basis we raised a 
detailed case with our MP Andrew Murrison at a meeting held last year. He agreed that 
Chapmanslade had a good case for a weight reduction and sought to follow it up with Wilshire 
Council, noting that it might gain more leverage post the local elections. This will be followed up 
with our new Wiltshire Councillor in due course. 
 
Speed: The PC bought the Speed Indicator Device as a direct result of speed being at the top of the 
Voice of the Village concerns. It has proved a useful tool in reminding motorists of our speed limit 
but is not a single panacea. The Speed Watch team has worked closely with Wiltshire Police to 
expand its numbers and despite restrictions posed by COVID-19 has managed to train a number of 
new members so that Speed Watch will add to the fight against speeding motorists. A more 
detailed report from the Speed Watch team is attached. Discussions about changing road layout 
reached an early stage in 2020, but with limited road width and increasing traffic volumes 
Wiltshire Council feels that options are few for any fundamental change and thus speed 
management will be with us for the foreseeable future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Consultations 
Representing the parishioners of Chapmanslade, the Parish Council takes a proactive approach to 

public consultations. This is demonstrated by submitting formal responses to the following 

consultations:  

1. Wiltshire County Council (WCC) 

• Consultation to address the accommodation needs of the Gypsy and Traveller communities 

in Wiltshire 

• Consultation to address climate change and biodiversity net gain through the Local Plan. 

This plan outlines the challenge of climate change, describing how the preparation of the 

Wiltshire Local Plan can, in part, help address the issue 

• Consultation regarding the overarching Emerging Spatial Strategy which identifies the 

proposed overall level of new homes and employment land for each main settlement and 

rural part of the Housing Market Area, over the plan period, together with what remains to 

be planned for once existing housing completions and commitments have been accounted 

for. 

• Consultation regarding Empowering Rural Communities, which looks at ways WCC’s 

planning policies and proposals might be changed for rural communities along with 

suggesting scales of housing growth.  

• Consultation regarding Market Towns, which considers a series of 'Planning for' 

documents, which break down the work undertaken so far for each Principal Settlement 

and Market Town within WCC. 

2. WCC and EA consultations 

The Parish Council sent detailed responses to both Wiltshire Council and the Environment 

Agency, outlining the Parish Council’s objections to the proposed incinerator in Westbury. 

After detailed scientific consultation we emphasized the risk of a negative environmental 

impact that will occur especially from airborne particulate fallout that the incinerator 

will generate 

 

3. Barters Farm Housing Development – Road Naming  

Taking an active lead, the Parish Council were involved in the road naming process for the new 

Barters Farm development. The Parish Council consulted with the Chapmanslade History Group, 

Chapmanslade School children and individual members of the Parish Council. Following agreement 

of road names by majority vote, a selection of four names were submitted to the Developers and 

Wiltshire Council, along with explanations of names.Wiltshire Council approved the road names 

for the development including 3 of the four names submitted by the Parish Council. The names 

proposed by the Parish Council and approved by Wiltshire Council are:Barters Drive, for the main 

road through the estate. Barnard Close in recognition of the long-standing commitment to the 

community of members of the Barnard family and Honey Gardens, proposed by the children of 

Chapmanslade School, to reflect the Bee Friendly village. The Parish Council were grateful to all 

members of the community who contributed to this consultation, especially to the children of 

Chapmanslade School. 



4. Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Authority Consultation of Draft Community Safety 

Plan 2021 

In its consultation response, the Parish Council commended the Draft Community Safety Plan 2021 

and communicated that Chapmanslade welcomes and encourages:   

• all targeted fire prevention work for our vulnerable and elderly residents  

• all targeted work to promote/support well-being and crime prevention  

• the planned broader approach to partnership work with NHS, Police and other social 

care/crime prevention authorities etc 

• Fire and Rescue 'Safe & Well' visits to Chapmanslade School (& Busy Bees Nursery and 

neighbouring Berkley School) 

• support from the Fire & Safety service re. road safety education and preventative 

initiatives in the village which will reduce the risk of road traffic accidents  

• Fire and Rescue involvement/presence at any planned Chapmanslade community events   

• Any public information articles, which are circulated by the Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and 

Rescue Authority, to the Parish Council to be published in The Bridge, which is the local 

printed and online monthly newsletter. Plus, this information can be published on the 

Chapmanslade Parish Council website and other connected communication channels 

• details in the plan re. Governance, People and planned work to further reduce the carbon 

footprint of the Fire and Rescue service and to increased environmental protection across 

the County  

Parish Plan  -Report for Annual Parish Meeting 29th April 2021 

Restrictions of the pandemic and a certain feeling of completion meant that the steering group 
did not meet through the first half of the last year. However the group met again and on 
request from the parish council we are currently reviewing the parish plan mainly to update it 
to the current situation.  

We have also encouraged the parish council to take a lead on certain topics of the action plan 
and this has proved to be fruitful and given the group time to explore the data gathered and 
work towards initiating and implementing further projects.  

The parish council have asked us to investigate and give feedback on the value and costs of a 
Neighbourhood plan and we continue to look at that.  

It has been endlessly useful for us to continually refer back to the data we gathered during the 
parish plan exercise and particularly via the questionnaire. 

We found that the emergency planning and community help we had considered prior to the 
pandemic proved extremely useful when lockdowns occurred. We have learnt so much more 
during those times and will review what we have learnt to help form emergency plans for the 
future. 



 Footpaths and Cycle paths-Report for Annual Parish Meeting 29th April 2021 

This last year has truly demonstrated the value of the rights of way network in the Parish of 
Chapmanslade and throughout the country. It has been a privilege to see so many new faces 
enjoying the access to our countryside and appreciating its beauty.  
The pandemic has also put some pressure on our paths, and we have seen quite an amount of 
surface wear but not enough to cause concern. Our stiles have become a little wonky in places, 
but it has been good to see users carrying out repairs to make the stiles safe for everyone.  
The Chapmanslade Footpath group have not met over the last year, but it is hoped that we will 
meet soon as restrictions lift, and we anticipate there may well be more interest.  
 
The Secret Stile Fixers did manage to carry out some valuable work around the top of Wood Lane 
and on the Barter Nursery site where, three metal footpath gates were installed making access to 
these paths much easier for everyone. One further gate was installed to replace a particularly 
fragile stile at the top of Gore Lane. We have a further gate planned at the east end of Barters 
Nursery and we are also creating a much more, gentle slope to replace the current steep slippery 
one. The intention is to continue this work with the help of Wiltshire Council, and we will be 
seeking advice from the village for the best places to install more gates instead of stiles. 
 
Outside of the parish but definitely making a connection to Chapmanslade the Fixers installed a 
kissing gate close to Heath House Farm which completed the stile free route to Frome. 
Some paths have remained blocked or the surfaces broken for long periods of the year. We have 
used the My Wiltshire system to report these and would encourage as many users as possible to 
do the same. 
Little progress has been made on the proposals for a cycle path ( multiuser path) connecting 
Frome, Westbury and Warminster. Currently the next step is to carry out a feasibility study on the 
possible routes and this is expected to cost around £7500. We continue to explore sources of 
funding for this, as well as continuing discussions with various councils, landowners and 
organisations. 
 
Report to the Annual Parish Meeting on the Work Carried out by the Parish Steward 

The Wiltshire Parish Steward has visited our Parish once a month throughout the year.  Councillor 

Charlie Thackway has engaged with the Parish Steward on each of his visits to direct his work for 

the day.  The tasks that he has carried out in general have focused on: 

• Drain clearance – un-blocking and digging out of drains, which frequently blocked 

particularly during the winter months. 

• Cleaning of pavement of vegetation, leaves and rotten fruit, particularly in the Autumn. 

• Verge clearance, hedge cutting and strimming on the High Street. 

• Filling of pot holes commonly around drain/man-hole covers on the High Street, in Wood 

Lane and down Huntenhull Lane. 

• Digging out the ditch and un-blocking the drains near the Old Vicarage Huntenhull Lane to 

alleviate the flooding, in conjunction with Wiltshire Council resources. 

• Cleaning the road signs in the Village. 

• Liaison with Wiltshire Council regarding clearance of fly tips in the Parish. 

• Reporting of larger tasks/works to Wiltshire Council. 



Chapmanslade Community Speed Watch (CSW) Update 14th March 2021 
 
Background 
Chapmanslade CSW is a team made up of volunteers whose aim is to have a visible presence in the 
village to highlight the issue of speeding, and encourage people to abide by the speed limit, thus 
making Chapmanslade a more enjoyable and safer place to live.  
Chapmanslade team currently shares a “Camera” device with Dilton Marsh on a 2/3 week 
rotation.  
It’s often said that you can see a reduction in speed when the team is actively running sessions, 
plus the presence of the Speed Indicating Device (SID) – gives an ongoing visible deterrent and 
reminder to drivers entering the village at excessive speed. The device is switched between sites at 
each end of the village by volunteers.  
 
New team structure 
Since Phil Holihead’s update to the PCC last year, Phil took the decision to step down as Team 
Leader of the CSW team, after a great few years under his tenure. Phil has remained a very active 
team member, and his ongoing support has been invaluable to the team and in maintaining a 
presence of regular sessions in the village. Due to the number of activities associated with the role 
of team leader, and the consequent time commitment required, Chapmanslade adopted a new 
structure - a first in Wiltshire – where the activities of the team leader were shared out across the 
team. This has led to session scheduling being run by Janet Buick, data input by Janice Harvey, new 
recruitment led by Richard Pullen, device swapping and management with Dilton Marsh Patrick 
Cusworth, and SID responsibility and movement undertaken by Katy Haggarty. Jaimie Shore has 
the official title of Team Leader, as Wiltshire do not allow this to be shared, but is very much 
supported by each of the key activities undertaken by the team.  
 
Lockdown impacts 
Like many aspects of day to day life the CSW team has been affected by the pandemic, with 
sessions being halted during the lockdowns that have taken place. As restrictions started to lift in 
the summer of 2020 the team were again allowed to undertake speed watch sessions with new 
covid safe rules in place, this included regimes for cleaning the equipment, and new rules 
restricting team members to only undertaking one role per session (egg, being on the camera 
device, or recording traffic numbers, and noting anyone identified as being over the speed limit), 
as opposed to rotating roles which was the norm previously. Wiltshire Police moved to an online 
training system, replacing the previous face to face sessions – and this has meant that new 
volunteers have been able to complete their training and start working in the team at the back 
end of 2020, despite the pandemic.  
We were able to undertake some sessions in December 2020 which included some of our newest 
members getting out for the first time although sadly the scheduled sessions were cut short, when 
the new national lockdown was imposed at the start of January. I am pleased to advise that we 
have been able to recommence sessions with a 2 week period of sessions starting from Monday 
29th March 2021.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Village Hall – report April ’21 for the Parish Council 
Chapmanslade Village Hall plays a central role in the social fabric of our community and has been 
increasingly successful in recent years in attracting a diverse range of user groups and casual hires 
from within the village and surrounding locality.  It is run, as Management Trustees, by a small 
dedicated and enthusiastic team of volunteers who have worked very hard over many years to 
enhance the available facilities.  The Committee reports into the Parish Council who are the Legal 
Trustees of this important community asset. 
Whilst, for “shorthand” we refer to the facility as the Village Hall, this venue we all share is in fact 
the Village Hall and Memorial Playing Field.  The obligations for management, care and 
development extend equally to the playing ground, comprising at present a playing field/football 
pitch, a boules pitch and a separate younger children's playground. 
 
As we all know only too well, the available use of any public or community venue has been 
severely restricted over the past 12 months or so due to the covid pandemic, and when open 
between lockdown periods, has obligated best  management of hall operation in compliance with 
prevailing Government guidance. 
Covid has meant a limited opportunity, temporarily, to continue with the Committee ambitions for 
further improvements to the main building.  However there has been positive engagement with 
the village sub-group for Playing Field improvements that stemmed from the Parish Plan initiative 
in 2018, and which is focussed upon improving the external facilities available at the children’s 
play area and the wider playing field. 
 
The Hall committee were successful in their grant application to the Warminster Area Board early 
in ’20, backed by match funding pledged by the Hall, towards the first of identified improvements.   
 
The covid pandemic has shown very clearly the importance of social wellbeing and the part that 
fitness plays in this, with targeted improvements to the external facilities being recognised as ever 
more important across all ages and demographics. The Parish Council has made a donation of 
£2500 in the last financial year towards this project. 
The first outcome has been the installation of a children’s double swing, with the next step being 
the procurement of 3 or 4 items of fitness equipment. The sub-group has engaged with other local 
councils for sharing of experience and received quotations from specialist equipment vendors that 
are currently under bid review with the aim to have these operational over the summer period.   
Further, there is an ongoing technical and commercial evaluation for a 400m “trim track” planned 
at the perimeter of the wider playing field. This would be constructed from suitable material to 
ensure a surface that is durable but readily maintainable, allowing equal use by pedestrians, 
joggers, young children on learner cycles and wheelchair users.  
 
The committee maintains a project list for further enhancements to the main building, for which 
the extraordinary sum of £138,000 has been expended over the past 12 years or so on a huge 
variety of maintenance and improvement projects. This figure has been possible from over 
£40,000 secured from external grants, £34,000 total donation from the Parish Council (through 
the precept) and £60,000 raised by the committee through facility hire charges & events. 
On a closing, but equally pertinent point, there is significant housing development for the village 
either already in progress such as at Thoulstone Farm and Thoulstone Park, together with the 
more substantial development at Barters Farm to construct 43 new houses.  When all is complete 
in approx. 2 years’ time, the village population will have significantly increased (perhaps by 15%) 
with a younger demographic that will place an ever greater demand upon village facilities and with 
it the village hall and playing field. 


