
 

 1 

Minutes of the Annual Parish  Meeting  held on Thursday 29thth April 2021 at 7.30 pm.  
This was a virtual meeting in accordance with guidance in relation to Covid-19 regulations. The 
meeting was advertised on the website and on the Village Notice Board with the public invited 
to attend. 
This is a Parish meeting rather than a Parish Council meeting and is an opportunity for those in 
the village to speak on any village items they wish to discuss. e.g. issues, questions, queries 
they wish to raise and update the Parish on, plus any ongoing or new initiatives within the 
village. 
Prior to the meeting the reports from councillors and other community led activities had been 
posted on the website. 
 
Minute 3216 Present 
Cllr. John Lewis, Acting Chair, (JL)Cllr.Phil Holihead, (PH), Cllr.Charles Thackway( CT), Cllr.Colin 
Bell(CB), Cllr.Tim Humphreys(TH), Cllr.Adam Oakley(AO) and Minnie House, Clerk 
 
Minute 3217 Apologies  
Apologies were received from Francis Morland in respect of his lack of ability to access the 
virtual meeting. He wished this to be extended until May 10th 2021. This was accepted until 
10th May 2021. 
 
Minute 3218 Welcome  
Cllr.John Lewis welcomed councillors and the public to the virtual Annual Parish meeting and 
reminded those present of the protocol of the virtual meeting 
 
Minute 3219 Public 
3 members of the public attended the meeting 
 
Minute 3220 Declarations of Interest 
None were made. 
 
Minute 3221  
The chair commented on the purpose of the meeting and that the opportunity given for the 
public to speak prior to the the business of all Parish Council meetings may have contributed to 
the low attendance and in future, it would be good to see greater participation of other 
community groups within the village. Councillors were asked to summarise the reports written 
and the public were asked to feel free to participate in raising questions at any point. 
 
Minute 3222  Cllr Phil Holihead spoke on Planning 
He commented on: 

a. the Barters development and how despite many negotiations over several years the 
allocation of housing on this site by Wiltshire Council had moved to the high number of 
43. He talked on the need to ensure that the opportunity to make the best job of the 
increased number of homes was through further negotiation and further negotiations 
enabled the housing to include 3 and 2 bed housing and affordable housing. Through 
liaising with the developers and properties adjacent and outside of the site, the 
residents of Wood Lane and those living in houses backing onto the site, the owners of 
those properties were happy with the concessions made. He is in contact with the 
developers and will continue to keep up the pressure on ensuring that the 
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Construction Method Management Plan document is shared with the council and that 
Condition 4 of the approval is met.  

b. the Thoulstone Farm applications having presented a large number of applications 
over the year as the renovation of the listed Farm house and site has been taking 
place. This has been a complex re-build for modern use and following the objection to 
initial applications councillors conducted a site visit and were able to understand the 
vision for the overall development and share their concerns.  

c. Thoulstone Park development. This has also been an on-going development and 
despite planning been agreed to start part of the Farm shop element of the 
development. There has been no activity visible to date. 

d. The incinerator applications in Westbury and the council’s objections, despite being 
outside of the area, due to the impact that this will have on the village. 

 
Minute 3223  Discussion on Planning report 

i. A member of the public questioned whether this number of houses(43) on the Barters 
development fulfilled the village allocation. It was confirmed that it did up until 2036. 

ii. Cllr Colin Bell  Commented on the Application on Land opposite 150 High Street which 
had still not been considered. This application is outside the boundary for development 
, was submitted 7 months ago. The local MP had formally objected and was wanting to 
understand the outcome. According to the Wiltshire Planning web site -this is still under 
consultation.  

iii. Cllr. Phil Holihead commented on the Planning considerations for the Parish Council 
and referencing the outcomes from the village Voice questionnaire and the consistency 
of the following criteria:  

a. Infill housing being preferred,  
b. being outside of the Special Landscape Area 
c. being within the village boundary limits.  

iv. Cllr Adam Oakley raised the issue of planning enforcement actions which are pending 
due to the restrictions of the pandemic and would hopefully be addressed as soon as 
restrictions are lifted. 

v. Cllr Charles Thackway commented on the vast improvement of the Wiltshire Planning 
portal 

 
Minute 3224 Consultations   
Cllr. Colin Bell summarised the consultations that had taken part recently and thanked Cllr 
Adam Oakley for the ground work on the Local Plan and Cllr.Phil Holihead for drawing it 
together and also for his work on the Planning for Wiltshire’s Gypsy and Traveller Community 
Consultation.  He spoke on the Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Rescue Authority consultation and 
Draft Community Safety Plan and welcomed the opportunity that this could bring to increased 
engagement and activities within the Community and the school. 
He referenced the engagement of the History Group, children from the school and the 
councillors in the choosing of the names for the roads within the Barters development and 
how pleased he was that the name put forward by the school children had been chosen and 
reflected the Bee friendly group and its activities.  
Cllr. Phil Holihead reflected on Spatial Planning and the major themes including the impact of 
the incinerators on communities, the linking of villages through footpaths, cycle ways  and 
transport and the major push on Environmental matters. The village is a major central hub for 
Westbury, Frome and Warminster and that it is important to feed back with pragmatic 
solutions.  
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Minute 3225 Footpaths and Cyclepaths ( Multi user paths) 
Cllr. Adam Oakley  spoke on the importance on how the major rights of way were important to 
the community and to the local networks. The local community has recognized the benefit of 
this facility through its use during the pandemic, with an increase of people walking the 
footpaths and cyclists using multi -user paths. At present the drive is to have a feasibility study 
to develop the network for cyclists connecting Warminster, Westbury and Frome with 
Chapmanslade at the centre. He was grateful for the support of Wiltshire Council in enabling 
the improvement of gates on footpaths. 
 
Minute 3226 Discussion of footpaths and Cycleways ( Multi- user paths.) 

i. Cllr.Tim Humphreys questioned whether there was any evidence of cyclists using 
footpath routes and other than local activity by local youths in the wood previously 
reported none was evident. 

ii. A member of the public commented on her families use of the footpaths and desire to 
use multi -user paths in the wider context and questioned the involvement and support 
available from Local MP and Wiltshire council for improving the cycle networks across 
the suggested area.  

iii. It was noted that positive conversations had been had with Westbury Council and 
Traffic Group. The need and cost to fund a feasibility study is the priority and also a 
stumbling block in uniting networks, moving forward.  

iv. Cllr Charles Thackway thanked AO for all the work by him and his helpers and noted the 
definite improvement that the gates had made in accessing the footpaths routes 
locally.  

v. A member of the public noted that with new administration following the Unitary 
Elections more funding may be available. He recommended  the need to pursue CATG 
and Area Boards for support.  

vi. Cllr Phil Holihead referenced Spatial Planning and the need to emphasise that 
Chapmanslade is at the centre, linking the three towns. 

vii. Cllr John Lewis thanked Cllr Oakley for his work and report. 
 
Minute 3227 Report on work of Parish Steward  
 
Cllr. Charles Thackway  commented that there was a good relationship with the Parish Steward  
and that his role is to  flag up items with him monthly that need attention but not tell him how 
to do his job. Items can also be reported by the public through the My Wiltshire App.  
The Parish Steward has cleaned pavements, cleared verges on the High Street – strimmed and 
cut back, filled potholes repaired around drain covers, coordinated the digging out of drains 
and gully emptying and cleaning road signs.  
 
Minute 3228 Discussion on work of Parish Steward 
 
Minute 3224 Village Hall report 
Cllr Tim Humphreys reported that opening of The Village Hall had not been possible during the 
pandemic restrictions and this had impacted on their funding. New safety measures were in 
place during the summer of 2020 when the restrictions were lifted. 
There have been comparatively limited improvements over the last year in comparison with 
£140, 000 over the last 11 years. 
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He noted that the management Committee were also responsible for the Memorial field as 
well as Memorial Hall. A subcommittee was in place with a focus to improve the facilities 
within the grounds for healthy activities. E.g. trim trail, outdoor fitness equipment  and 
improvement of play equipment.  Funding through grants and Parish Council donation has 
been acquired to support this. He stated that it will be fantastic when it can all be opened 
again. 
 
Minute 3225 Comments on Village Hall report 

i. Cllr John Lewis asked that the councils’ thanks be passed on to the management 
Committee for all the work they do. 

ii. Cllr Charles Thack way stated that it was really good to see that the facility was being 
well used by the public particularly through the pandemic.   

 
Minute 3226 Traffic and Pavements report 
Cllr Phil Holihead  reported that the highlight of the report was the Wiltshire Councils pending 
road resurfacing, planned to commence later this year. A site meeting has been arranged with 
Dianne Ware to discuss the priority area in the light of it being a two year phased programme.  
Initial thoughts had been that it should be from the Bridge at Dead Maids through to Barters 
Farm. Regarding the ability for pavements to be included in the programme will be 
investigated further but PH understood that this may not be the case.  
He noted that there was a separate report from the Speed Watch Team and that training for 
team members was now accessible on line, that with new recruits to the team it was now 
possible to be more active and that most days are now covered. 
The SID is moved more regularly, and that member of the team had been able to support 
another Council in putting together their new SID. 
He spoke on the delays on Wiltshire being able to reduce the weight limit on the A3098 as 
linked with other weight restriction orders. He hoped that this could be addressed with new 
Unitary elected councillor following the elections.  
 
Minute 3227 Comments on Traffic and Pavements  

i. Cllr John Lewis commented on the  right for this Parish to be considered for the 
reduced weight limit and not included with others.  

ii. A member of the public commented that she had sat through the online course for 
Speed Watch training recently and that she was pleased to join the healthy group of 
members.  

 
Minute 3228  Parish Plan report 
Cllr Adam Oakley reported that the Steering group had met 2 or 3 times in the year and that 
another meeting was due shortly. The Parish Plan has been reviewed and this is being drawn 
together. It was pleasing that some items are now returned into the hands of the Parish 
Council.  The Steering group will continue to investigate the pros and cons and ways of a 
Neighbourhood Plan and the practicalities of this. He said it was good that the Parish Plan 
document is being enabled to be kept live.  Emergency Planning hadn’t been included but 
pandemic had facilitated the need for the Covag team- Covid Action Group. In order to steer 
actions and new initiatives it was felt that a good pro-active communication system needs to 
be developed outside of the Village Community Facebook  system.  
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Minute 3229 Comments on Parish Plan.  
Cllr Time Humphreys commented on: 

i.  the need to bring the Plan up to-date with present thinking  
ii. an action list needs to be agreed  

iii. Parish Council is better placed to deal with Traffic Roads and pavements 
iv. Several active groups springing up in the village not included and need to be 

recognized.. 
v. Many unsung heroes without need for any thanks e.g. COVAG action to recognize the 

work of teachers in the community and those in the school and pre-school.  
 
Acting Chair John Lewis thanked all the councillors for their contributions in preparing and 
presenting the reports. 
 
Minute 3300 Reflection on structure of the meeting 
 
Following the report summaries Cllr John Lewis thanked the public for their attendance and 
their participation in the meeting. He recognized that the public are given the opportunity to 
speak in an open forum prior to the start of the business of all meetings and that there may be 
a need to consider ways in which the Annual Parish Meeting could be improved for the future, 
with the possibility of other groups reporting on their activities. E.g.  COVAG , Chicken Chasers, 
Brownies, Church, School, etc.   
 
The meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.  
 
 


